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(2 U ir d THE 

R E A D E R 

T i«i«y ferbaps be 
admired by fomt^ 
why I jhould Ex- 
pofe to FKblicl{^ 
View this foUow. 
ing Piece relating 
Is Nobility,«</<fce Court of Ho. 
nor , I . For that there have been 
fomanj ( io/fe Lawyers and He- 
niMf) win hav'lready Larg^ely 
and Judicioufly Treated on this 
SnbjeB, I. In regard many were 
heretofore Vifgujiei at the Court 
of Chivalry , wlxrenpon this 
Court was laid afide. 5 . That al- 
though this Courto/' Honor hai 
been fer fome time Revived^ yet 
the High - Shoos , Comtnoa- 
wealths- 
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TDtfaellcadeiC 

wealths-men continue ftiU as pwkiL 
dttd Clovpnijb as at Geneva , ^• 
Amfterdam. To thefe Keafonr 
(as (o many ObjeBions ) I nturk 

i t9 each a particular Anfwer. 

Firft , I muji confefs that there 
are many Judicious Authors nifik 
Extant th At have Written en the 
fame Sub)ed ^ and the truth is , h 
have been not a little beholding t9. 
fome of them for the Compleating 
of this fmaU Worhj But *tisjt» 
mherwife then thofe Aatiiors themt^ 
jelves have been tS thofe shot v>eaf: 
before them 'i only this difference, 
there is betwixt Mine , and theff 
Borrowing \theyhave done it mote, 
covertly , and by the CotidnBofA 
more Ingenious Managery , > then I 
wbe'bat>e been more open-hearted^ 
hting notajhamed to Qjtote and Ac* 
l^wlee^ my Benefa^otB : B^tdei 
frfdtryperfon to Exfi^ new fiiat/t 
terifrom the ?tt£i ^ w^etP^Ht in 

/ - 'i AJtont 



TortfieRckdcr. 
Afroat on ifc? IVifeii of Mrn, vhs 
let tts^ that there is nothing New 
under the Sun : h's fu^citia. 
theHtfipbjt m^as before he fo jtie- 
thodil^ed ^ as that it proves more, 
ready for the Readers IJfe and 
Btnefii. 

To the id thdt although theHeno* 
tab/e Cowt afSZWivithy was taken rf- 
vay asa fitppafed pHbli^t^eNuzancc 
by reafirn i/ffome pretended Abiifes^ 
yet the tbiife of fame things mufi 
not ijilile take away the tJfe of 
thofe that are Lawful and Com- 
mendable : We hava feen a Woful 
Tragec!y nf fuch an Experiment \ 
Royal Majefty for a long Jpact 
Eeclipfid^ and (ii; Nobility and 
Gentry lodged in the Chatub^rs of 
ObfcHrity.By p^Hliing up the Tem- 
ple of Honor, and Chivalry, trijA 
fome'Others that 1 could name: And 
Kfhat bat ftUowed ? nothing but 
tht Crtntnh of Poper),F«n«tic«(«»4 

Mt- J— dH 



To the deader. 
Perjury^ DehdHchery^ and all mm' 
ner ofPifortier, 

To the lafi , If High 5hoon 
Cotnmon-w«Iths-men, and other 
Mouchcrs aiainji Wnor^ Decencyy 
and Order fhonld continue aa titty 
were wont before the Re'EreSiing 
of thk Honorable Conrt ^ Ijhould 
beforry-^yet(fay lytis goodto mind 
them ef their Dttty^ and to let them 
J^norv their Dri'ver. What ? JhaU 
onr Temple doors bs altogether fl?Ht 
»p, becanfe men in jiead of a Re- 
formation grow fVorfe and 
Worfe ? 

Having thiti in fame meafure j 
anfiperedthefe ObjeBiens ^ I have ] 
no more to fjy whereby to Detain ' j 
thee (^Reader') any longer from the \ 
Difcourje , but only to affure thee j 
_ that the principal End and Defign j 
' of this Publication ts for Common 
^ Benefit y and thcreivitball alfo to 
'Ajfure theWorldthax I am an'Un- 



T6 the Rea<Jdr» 
fagmed'Kxfifer.er i/^Rbyjil. Miic-; 
%) (*i»c ^un of H^adr, ) iod a 
ticQcLovw of Nobitttjt (^tbeRc- 

flcjt t)f SovcraigftUy.;) . 
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THE 
t,AWOfENGLANO 

Relating to the 

NOBILITY 

AND ■ ■.! '■■■■ 

GENTRY, ; 

»T being held as-an infalU'' - 
I blc Rules that i-ightlri- 
^ terprctatioHs , Eiymold- 
I gics and Definitions are 
, very necelTary in all hinfl 
[ of Learning-, either Di- 
I vine or Humane; I (hall 
before I come to flic* 
, what the Law of I-ngUnd is in relation to 
Nability, give the courteous Readers both fbe , 
Ordination ("or rirft Original of the Word J - 
and likewifc the Dehnition of this. Nobi- 
lity. 

Nobility, inLatine NvbUitofy isffaiesonO^iicEty- 
^afi Notiiinis CeUhritat ■■> a Nofio, \rtdt ^6-"*'*s■ft 
tunL, & Unt Nebilitgt -, veluti a ntoveo fitotnm, 
undt hbhilitiSi 




2 tlDfielatO of England, 

. No Wit(» faics another , Vichur qusft Nojcu 
hilitM I hoic efi^ mminu Celebritas ; and there^ 
fore it is fome where faid, ViSm Nobilis^ quaji 
vittute fret aliii notabilU. Thus much of the 
Etymologic of the word Nobilitv^ As touch- 
ing th« befi nition of it , . you muft know that 
it nath been feveral wayes Defined. 
• Symonides being Interrogated what No- 
bility was, and what Men were Noble ^ an- 
fwered, "Eos ejje^ qui ex ma)onbm longa tempBre 
^ Locppletibuif natifmtiAriftotledQiincth it trius; 
al Dcfini- NohUitM ^ majornm quddctntClaritas Hotuna' 
tions^gi- bilii Frogemtorum.Keckfrman thus, E(i dignitmn 
vcn of it. ferie cntwrum Vamliarum vmmibu^^ fr£fertm 
BeUicis^ & orta & contintigta. Boetim in this 
nianner , Nobilitas eji qnxdam lam proveniens 
dt meritg Parentum. JodoeHt<ilickihoiviHi ^ic- 
fcribes it aftcs this manner, NoMittHeftgeH^ 
rk , vel alurius m ExceVefftia^ ac T>ignita§^ i. t, 
Kobility is an excellency of gentle Race, ixf 
pflbme other good QgaUty; Windelin thf 
Moralitt thus; Nobilitofift Celebritas nomhdf 
t fingularibus , & laudalibks orta caufis. Bdfiy 
tobfs tht Civilian defineth it thus; tft ^i 
litas iVata per frimipatum tenentem^ua qm uIm 
tra bonedoj plebeios accepus (fienditttr. Nobility 
(aies another , J^ ^alnasfive Vignitas^ qui ■ 
^M Legitime e plebia conditiene eximrtur ^ & 
pergradus erigitur. 

Nobility being then a Quality or Dignit 
whereby a Man is lawfully Exempt , and 1 
Degree? promo ved out of , and above the ] 
date of the vulgar and common fort of Pc 
f k, is accojding to the Laws oiEnglmii t 



/ 



ScM > Nohilitof m^oTy viz. a Lord at leaft, and 
Nobilitas minor h the greater and leflcr Nobili-^ 
ty y the {otract doth appertain to the Peer- 
age, or Lords of Parliarnent 9 the latter doth 
belong to Knights , Baronets, Efquires, and 
Gentlemen. 

Now that there ire fucfa degrees or kinder 
iQ our Law, I (hall make good bythefe twd 
following Examples. 

Firftinthe Statute ^f ^jjbm^^lf ^lij^inf(^ 
rum^ made in the 3 5^^* oiEdwMrit. At C^rv 
/i/fe arc thefe words at the very Entrance' of 
that Law, Nnptr ad noiitiam Vemim Kegis dr 
gravi^erela^ Magnatum^ Froccrum^ &aliQ^ 
mm Nohilium Kegnifid fervnui^ &c. . 

On the(e woi^s Sir E^iriif// O^?!^ thus dx)t& 
icomment;: tt is recited (laith he) by the AZX 
of 2 5 £4 .3. that this k(k{£t\it^%^x£'EJt9(^iL 
was made at th^etirion of the CommonaU^ 
of the Realni, arid there it is faid, ex^ravi quci- 
f^ Ma^MUpKitc.'zxxdL yetiiof h ftalid Wdl tci' ^ 
|efhq:,.forj5.iuahrs9f the5^^^ o^hcr 

tScnriemen of the Houfe of Commons are in-* 
eluded under the words alt orumNhbillutni for 
Nfbilitaf efi ^ufje^y^ Superior^ & Inferior, v Su- 
perior beion^ethtb the Lords of Parliament,^ 
and Ihfetiot tO/l^nightsanld Gentlemen o\ 
Name and Blood, who are in \Bis A(9: termed 
itMkf,Co.2'Jnfi, fol.i^. 

Secondly^ King John by his great Chairtcr 

{jihVbetKk^W^AHHo 17. of his Reign §rtn-* 

t^iK SsfPdii^^^^ jummoneri Jrcbiefijcapos^ ' 

dbbaies^ Comites^^& majores Barms Kegnifui'* 

ffiUiimfer Literas noftras : Out o(l\\\% «ae«v^ 



CfieXatD of England,. 

pie we arc ("faics Cool{^) to obfervc theft twt) 
things. 

1 . That thcfc Barons called here Majores^ 
were Lords of Parlianient,and called hereunto 
by the Kings Writ. 

2. That they were called Mjjor^/ compara- 
tively y and it was m rcfpeift of others whicb 
.were called Baroneiminerej^orNobiUs mineres^ 
and were Free-holders , and hold by Knight- 
fcrvice, and Efcuage, i . e. SeriAtium Scutiy of 
three (brts, viz.Milites^ yirmigeri^& Genercfiy 
Knights, Efqaires, andGentknien^Co.i^lir/i; 
/. 45. dT'+tf. ' 

Having fufficicntly proved that there arc 
10 our Law Two Krndes of Nobility , vis^ 
Gi^eatcr or Superior, ahdi^^flcr or Inferior. I 
now proceed to Treat of tnofe two Ktodes 
ieverally and apart. « 

!• Of the Greater or Superior tJobiliiy^ 
called t ho Pt erage or JSanmage df the 
Realm. 

Touching this Greater or Superior Nobi- 
lity, there are worthy of the Readers Obfer } 
vation thefe Hx Particularities, ' 

I. The feveral degrees of the Superior 

Nobility. 
2. . The waycs or meanes whereby per* 
(bns come to be reckoned within the 
ftatc of the Peerage.. 
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' f 3. The Degrading of 4 P^dr of the 
Realm for roverty^ ' 

4. The Trults and Enfignes of Honor 
^' ' that the Peerage have. » 

5. The Aifigning Over ofa Title in the 
Superior Nobility. 

tf. The Privilcdges belonging to the 
Peerage* 

FirftjO/ thefiveral Degreei of the Supe- 
rior Nobility. 

The Law of England hath divided the 
Peers of the Realm into the Prince, Dukes, 
MarquefTtS) Earls, Vifcouutsiand Barons : Of 
thefe injgrcir Order. 1 

All Potentates of the World have highly The 
refpec^d and advanced in the eye of their l^f'"*^ 
Subjedts their Heir Apparent , and conferred 
on him very Eminent Titles of Honor j by 
the Komans he was ftiled C£far^ or Trincefs bL 
ventutif ^.zs the principal of all their Hopes in 
their Poftcrity ; By tlie French he is Honored 
by the Name of the Dolphin of that part of i>odridge 
the Conntry, being in his Patrimony : And in i» ^is Ejfi- 
likc manner is this our Country the Prince 6(*i*^J f f^\ 
fFaleSy Duke oiCornetPaUj and Earl of Cheftni^ljl^J ^j^J^^ 
Trincefs dicitHr^ quia qusfi TrincifalU in Sffe^frincfpalf^^ 
tptitatepcftlitgent: He is next to his Father tjr^yTWales 
the Chief in the Realm , and by courfe of the 
Civil Law is to fit at his right hand in all So- 
lemn AfTcmblies of State and Honor *> (o that 

B 3 not 
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not without rcafon did Edxfiard 3. King of 
ImgUnd place Kichard his Grandchild , and 
next Heir Apparent in his Solemn Fc^^ft at 
Cbrifimof at his Table next to himfelf above 
jai'hisUncles^bcingthc Sons of that King,and 
^ men manifoldly RenownM for their Prnwcfi, 

and Virtue ; And yet hath not the Prince any 
Kingly Prerogatives allowed unto him by the 
jlaws of his Realm in the life of his Progenir 
t<)j:S)0ther then fuch as are due unto other No- 
blemen, that he" might acknowlcdg himfelf to 
be but a Subject, and whereof he is put in re- 
membrante, even by the PoeCc that he ufeth 
in the old EngUffj or Saxon Tongues , in this 
forme conceived, Ich Vien^ I am m Set'- 

He is Born Duke of C(7r/ie»?^B, and there* 

fore needeth no Ducal Creation : Wh^n he i$ 

made Prince of Wales he is prefented before 

Viit Co. ^^^ K^^S *^ Princely Roabcs , who putteth ^ 

4. loft; f. Sword about his Neck Bend wife, a Cap, and 

i43|« . a[ Coronet over his Head, s^ndaRingon his 

middle finger', a Verge of Gold in his Hand^ 

and his Letters after they be read. Now the 

Cinffure of the Sword is firft, becaufc that the 

' Prince as foon as he is Born is Duke of Corn-. 

wJl^ ai^d 19 taking of that he is Duke without 

Creation, and therefore he has the Sword iq 

•the Hrft' place: thelmpolitionoftheCapp of 

ERate, and the Coronet , and the Ring upoq 

the third finger, betokeneth that he is Pr ince, 

^ndMarryedtodo Juftice and Equity to all 

CiMrtles. i. 'pic Rod of Cold betokeneth that 
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he fliall be Vi&Qrious in circumventing and 
fubduing his Enemies Forraign and Dome'^ 
ftique. ' 

The limitation of his Eftate in the principa- 
lity of K^^/r/ is thus ; 

Habendum^ & tenendum de nebUfihi^ & Hi?- • 
redibus fiiif Kegihus An^Ux &c. Tie have andtet 
hold unto the faid Trince^ and his Heirs , Kings 
o/E»g/j«rf. In this limitation(faies C(jJ^tf)thcreCo; 4: 

isagrcatmyftcry, forlels then an Eftate ofj^^^*^^"*'* 
Inheritance in fo great a principality as Waks^ 
the Kings meaning was ( this principality be- 
ing fo dear unto hira ) he fhould not have/*- 
therefore a qualified fee therein he had in this 
form^ Sibi &Hnedtbus fuis 'Rephus Anglie^ 
that by his Deceafc or attaining to the Crown 
this Dignitf might be extinguilhed in the . 
Crown , to the end that the King for the time 
being (hould ever have the Honor and power 
to create his Heir Apparent Prince of Wales^ 
as he himfelf bad been by his Progeni- 
tor* 

In the fame manner is the dignity of the ^^. .^ 
Noble and Primary County Palatine of Che- init: 144 
fter at the fame time granted to the Prince, 5i- 
hi & Heredibusfnis Kegibus Anglic. 

It wai relolvedjthat the Charter of creation Co. //> 7. 
of the Prince Duke of Cpr«iPtfC n E: 3. is an^^' ^^^«^'^ 
A<i of Parliamentvfor fuch a Limitation to the*'*^'* 
firft Begotten Son is void without a Statute, 
for if GrandBither •• ing, the Father Duke,and 
Son be, if the Grandfather dyes, the Father is 
Kii^ and the Son Duke by the faid Statute^ 
agamft the Rules of Law. 

B 4 ^^^^ 
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Co. ib. Note no Son of the King but his firft Be 
gotten (hall be Duke oiCorntPoB^ although he 
be Heir Apparent of the Crown. 

? ^^kfl A Duke at firft was ever a Leader of an 
Army Imperial or RegaU he was called Pnx 
ducendo^qtiiaeb fuamfortiUidiKem^&mapia^ 
nimitatemperfe exercitHm ducere dignus erat , 
he was anciently cholen in the Field, cither by 
cafting of lots, or cornnion voice, 

In fonie Nations at this day the Soveraigns 
of their Country are called by this name , as 
Dake ofSavoy^ Duke of Saxony^ Duke ofMuf-- 
covy^ t\it''D\\\it of Florence ^ &c. but here in 
EnzlandD[jikc is the next in fecular dignity 
^nd Honor to the Prince ©f TVales. 

After the Conquenr came in, there were 

CO: t: firft "Dukf that was created fince the Conqueft 
Jnfi: /: 5: Was Edti^ardtht Black Prince in 1 1 JE: 3. fince 
^°; f^^ that time there have been many created by the 
Davy's Kings of E»g/j;i^, and in fuch fort that theif 
k(p:f:6o' Titles defcend by Inheritance to their pofte- 
f. ' ^rity. 

A Dnl^f is Ornificd with a Surcoat Mantle 
and Hood at his creation > he wears alfo a 
doubled Ermin, but not indented 9 he has al- 
io a Coronet , and a verge of Gold. 
2 Mar- ^ Marquefs is called by the Saxons, a Mar^ 
dfteffcs: k^H Reve^ that is a Ruler of the Marches v in 
LsLtinc Marcbio^ a M«jrc/f (aiesonc , quod limh 
tern in agris^ territoriffq\fignificat ^five difiriClum 
T^egioms^hiHcMarchioficsdiSijunt^ quor alii 
fuwiine prefeSos limitandos prefide^fft frovincis^ 
[olcni af^etart \ for \vi iVioC^T^mtorics that • 



haVe naturally no bounds of great ftrength ov ' ] 
defence, there is need of wife and ftout men 
toward their Borders for the keeping out erf" 
Ncighbour-cneaues > but here in England^ 
though we have a Lord* warden of the Mar^ ' 
ches N or th ward ,and a Warden of the Cinque^ 
ports towards the jSouth-Eaft, and were wont 
to have Lord Marchers between Us and 
Wales \ whieh ferved this turn v yet thofe 
which we call Marqucffes art Lords of Digni^ 
ty and great Eminency , without any (udi 
charge , and arc in Honor nexr Unto 
Dukes. 

Kehert ie Vere Earl of Oxford was irt the^ . -• 
Eighth year ofKingK.2. created Marquefs^"*' 
of Dublin^ and he was the firft Marqaefs thatco/n't. 
ny of our Kings createcl* \ 69. b, lib. 

The word E<ir/ is derived from the iJntfa-^^o^c* 
ni(]M€ or GermanTonfjixc 9 Eirrey i.e. ^^^^i/^'^^/j 
and EJely i. e. Nobilis^ q: Vit bonore Nohilis^ 
& Nehilitate Honor g^ns. An Earl the Saxons 
cailed'an Elderman, i. e. Judex \ for gravity 
in Council He was called , C(?iwfi iffi^w, aco^ 
mitando Principem i or as (bme fay, a Cemitrva , 

quia dignns efl ducere Cemitivam in beUo ^ &ip'' 
famfua anitni fortitudine & regere ^ & dejen^^ 
dere. 

This was the mod eminent and high Digni- 
ty from the Conqueft, until 1 1 E. 3 . when the . ^ 
Black Prince was created Duke of Comwai^ 
and tbofc which of antient time were created Ca* /Ji; 9," 
Countecs,or Earls, were of the Blood Royal, J'^'*''^'' 
atad.atthisday the King in all his Appellati-^J^^^^; 
ons ftileth (hem by the NaiDCQ^ Qtct mi^i^ dkft«r 
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Ce:Lit: Heretofore the Countee or Earl wis ^ 

Rcyncll?'-^^*' * ^^f^^^fi^^ Comitatms^ and had the 
iajeU ^ charge and cuftody of the County > but new 
Ciuntet it the ShcrifThath the Authority for adnuniftra* 
Salop's tion and execution of Juftice , which the 
^^y^ Countee or Earl had , ^nd thcrdbre is in our 
Law caUed Vifcount. 

The occafion why thefe Earls in latter time 
have had no fway oYcr the County 9 whereof 
they bear the nanie is figniHed in Sir Tb^mm 
Smithy who faith, that the Sheriff is called 
Vke''comcs(zsVkariusComtis ) following all 
matters of Juftice, astheEarlflioulddo.* and 
that becaufe the Earl is moft commonly at« 
tendant upon the King in his War, or other- 
wife : fo that it feemeth that Earls by reafon 
of their high employment being not able to 
follow the bufinefs of the County, w^re deli- 
vered of all that burthen , and only enjoyed 
the Honor as now they do > and the Sheriff 
though he be ftill called Vicecomes , yet all he 
doth is iramcdiatly under the King^as appears 
by his Patent. 

Hugh Lupus Son of the Vifcount of Ave* 

renches in Normandy by his Wife fTtHism the 

Conquerors Sifter , was the Hr(l Hereditary 

Earl of England , created by his Uncle .the 

conqueror^ UzAofChefler^ and in the fiile (£a 

Cot4. ]uft:C#if</iwor, totumf, bunc Camitatwn tenendum 

211. phi 8c Heredibusita libere ad gladiuna , fi<M 

^^y'* ipfe Hex tenebaf Angliam ad Carenam^ de* 

Kiports^ f. 
ie cdfe dil 

countle 9y this general Grant Hugh Earl of Cheftet 
pdratinefi haAJmOi ^^\i$ withia tKCounty^nd con* 
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kcji}^tnt\yhzd ComitatnmPatathtttm without 
any fexprcfs words thercoti and by force there- 
of he dreated 8 Cbejhire Barons, which^was th^ 
firft yiflble mark of a County Palatine. The 
Office of thefc Barons were to fit in Council * 
and Parliament with the Earl in his Palace, 
wd to Honor his Court with their prcfence;* 
Thofe Barons had within their feveral Courts 
Conufans de omnihusf Ileitis & qmrelU in curia 
Comitis motif ^ exceptu pldcitij ad gladinm ejut 
f^tinenttbus^ which you may fee at large, Rof, . 
Jnfpex.fat. An. i%.H.6.fart^ 2. «i. 34. By 
what has Been fatd, it may be colleded, that 
Earls are of two forts,* w'^. Cemitcs fimplices^ Qc 
Cemites Talatini , or Earls of the firft and (c-» 
cond Order : for although the Comnes fimpli^ 
ces had JuriiHiAion as is faid before , yet the 
Comites Talatini we^e of an higher rank , and 
had divers Royal Frapchifes , and privi** 
ledges which were not granted to iinglc 
£ar1s. 

Note that of fingle EarlS| and not Palatine- 
in England there are principally two Kindes, 
but every one of them ag^in fubdivided into 
{everal Branches, for either they take their 
Name of a place,orhold their Title without a 

place* 

I . Thofe that take their Name of a place, 
are of two Kindes , for either the &me plaoe^ 
is a County, which is ipofi ufual , or elie firom 
(bme other place, and no County, as a Town, 
Gaftle, or Honors of which latter fort (bme 
ait more Antient, having their Original evem 
f^rom the Cononeft , or IhonVf a(ut > %% t>c«. 
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Earldom of Kicbmond in Tarfhire , CUrenee in 
Suffolk^ Arundel mlffex^ all which had their 
Original in the timeof che Conqueror by Do* 
nation of thofe Caftles^ 

2. Thofe which have their Titles without 
a place are likcwifeof two Kindes,eicher in re- 
fped of Office, as is the Earl Marfhal of E%* 
land ^ the fecond Kind are Earls by Birth, and 
fo are all the Sons of the Kings of England » if 
they have no other Dignity beftowed upon 
them. 

! To the degree of an Eirl bclongeth a Silr* 

coat, a Mantle, and a Hood, with a Coronet 

of Gold with points only, and no flow 

ers, 

^ ^V- I F(^ Comites f faith our Cambden) Vice-^comi» 

ounes^ t^/ wdim feqHumur ^ Vtfconnts hoi v§canmr. 

Co. / b' ^^ ^^^^^ Officii , fed non dignitatis apfeVatii : 

£o^^5 Vifcounts is a degree of Nobility next to an | 

ca/e. Earl, which is an old name of Office , but a 

Co: 1. infi, jncw name of dignity, never heard of amongft 

A 5. Co: U5 „njji fj.^^ hisdayes; for the firft Vit 

*^* ^^ ^* count that fate in Tarliamint by thatName was 
John Bidumont^ who in 1 8 fi: 6. was created 
Vifcount \ but this degree of Honor is more 
antient l^r in other Countries. 

Seeing there were not any.FI/cffWf in Kii. 
time, the Qaercipay b e, whether the ftat, of 
2 JC: a. c: 5. defcandalis magnsttm doth czi 

p^e inter ^^^^ "^^^ ^^^"^ ^ 

vijconnt It is anfwered , that this Statute doth cx- 
Say e^5te-'(Cndto Vifcount s \ for the A A is, de fnggnatilmt 
v^ns. ^gui Anglid , and every Vifcount is a Sgron, 
n^hich is ai^ additvouof Honor. 
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This degree hath a Surcoat y a Kf antk and 
Hood, with a Circule t without ckher flotf ets 
orpoints« 

The dignity of a Baron vns Called In the ^j^f^^s 
Britujh Tongue Vynafi , in the Saxou Lan- 
guage Jhayne , in th(; Latine Dialed Baro^ 
yhich fignifics Vir graitis \ for Albirtus de Roja 
in his Didionary expreffing the fignifioation 
of the word Bare, faith, Baroms dkuntur Cra^ 
vis ftrfont^ a Grxc$ vocahuh Baria , quod idem- 
efii quod Anthoritm gravk. CaUftne in his 
. Dii^ionar/ feith , Baro efl vir fgrtis ^ a quo fit 
*diminiuvnm Barnnculus : Mc^ in this dignity 
were ever of great reputation , for Hortenfius 
(jpeaking of Barons faith , Non filum militare^ 
fed frudentery atque gravitet iffis ducihus Cen^ 
fUlere officium efi Baronis. 

In antient Records the Baronage Cundcr one 
word^ included all the Nobility of England^ 
becaufc regularly all Noblemen were Barons, 
though they had a higher dignity ^ .and there- 
fore ofthe Charter of King E: i* thecpnclufi- 
on is, Icftibuf firchiepijcopis^ Efifcopis^ Baroni^ 
hus^ &c. fo placed in rcfpcd that Barons in- 
'■ eluded the whole Nobility , when there were 
(lefides Earls and $arons,Dukes,and Marqueir 
ies, were all comprehended under thenime de 
UCtmteil de Baronage. Thus much of the 
fereral degrees ot the -Superior Nobi- 
lity. 
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Secondly, The wdjies or mednes Tpherdy 
ferfins come to be reckoned within the 
Jiate of the peerage of England. 

A peifon may have ^n Inheritance in Title 
ofNobility three manner of way e$,Wi&: i By 
creations 2 bydefcent* 3 prefcriptioiu 

I By en* By creation a man may have an Inheritance 
^thn. in title of Nobility three manner of wayes^ 

by Writ) by Letters patents) by ParKk' 

ment. 

1* ByWrit^ 

A Pccif or NoMeman by WHt is he to \^oin 
t Writ of Summons is dl reded by the King to 
come to the TarlUment to treat of the affairs 
of the Realm : this creation by Writ is aa an* 
tienter way then by the Letters Patents^King 
Co.Lit.1 6. 2^. ^,^ created John Bcauchgmf o(HoIt Baron of 

Kiderminfler bY his Letters Patents, before 
there was never any Baron created by Letters 
Patents, but by Writ h and it is to be obfejf' 
ved , that if a man be generally called hn 
Writ to the Tarliament , he hath a Fee {inxple 
of the Bairony, without any words of Inheijk 
tance* biit if he be created by Letters Pateat^ 
the ftate of Inheritance mufl'be limited by 4^gt 
words,or elfe the Grant is void. 

^efl: But it may be Queried touching t 
Bjraii called by Writ, if he be fummoned to 
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mcnt^ whether he is a Baron , or Peer of the 
Re^lmorAO> 

S4i SitEdn^rdCoksm^vvcttth^ that if a 
man be called by Writ to Farliamem^ and the Co. Lit.' 
W rit is delivered unto him , and he dyeth be- »^. -^ , > 
fore he coine, and fit s in Farliament^ that he is 
no Biiraff, for the direftion and delivery of the 
Writ to him makcth him not Noble*, thd 
Writ having no Operation or Effc<5t until he ' ^ 
(it in Farliament , and thereby fiis Blood is En- 
nobled to him and his Heirs lineal , and there- 
upon a Baron is called a Peer of TarlUmtnt: 
And hence it is iflffue be joyned in any Afti^ ^®* ^'*- 9. 
on, whether he be a Baron, &c dr no y it (hall ^ ^ ^^ 
not bip trycd by Jury , but by the Record of 1 5* 
Farliament^ which could not appear, unlefs he Co. Uk. S. 
were of the Farliamenn therefore a Duke,Earl, /• r?- 
&c. of another Kingdom , as of Scotland^ or f^^^^^- 
Ireland are not to be Sued by thofc Names xafe 
here in England^ for that they are not Peers of Co, Lit5 

Fgrlidtnent. r^* ** r /» • 

If the King give Lands to one and his ^^JjJ'^- 
Heirs, 'tenendum de "Rcge f& fervkiMin BaroniXy Sanchas * 
he is no L#r// of Farliament until he be called ^^fh 
by Writ to the P^f^Ji^wm.: .Co.%. in^ 

I fliall conclude thi^ leamitig relating to the ' * ^* 
Title of Nobility by Writ with thefc three 

ObfervationSf 

i That albeittlie creation by Writ be the 
antient^, yet the itJreatidn by Lrtter4 Patents 
isthcfureft, for he may be fufficiently crated Co. Lit. /; 
by Lattcrs Patents, and made ISdble, albeit he *^'*« 
i!aokt&t\XL$!aftb$n^u - : .< - '. - 
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2 That although when a man is called by 
Writ to the Upper Honk of Parliament^ hei$ 
sBaron,anci hath Inheritance therein without 
the word f Heirs*,) y.et may the King limit the 

Go lit /I general ftate of Inheritance created by the 

9. V * Law andcuftom of the Realm tcf the Heirs 

»7 H. 6. Males, or general of his Body by the Writ , ait 

d^clu' he did to Br»mfieet, who in ay Hi 6: wasdaL 

Jed to Parliament by the rianac of the Lord 

Vefcey, &c: with the limitation in the Writ td 

him and the Heirs Kfales of his Body: 

3 That of anticnt times Earls, &c: werd 
created by girding them with a Sword , and 

Co*Lit.9.i nominating him tarl, &c;oflucha Countyot 
place, and this with a calling of him to Tarlu 
ament by Writ by that name was a fufHcieat 
creation of Inheritance* 

2. By Letters Pate fits. 

w ■ 

The uluaJ words in the Letters Patents arcj 
f hete : 

Conftderantes itaque geHtris CUrltxtem^ vtl 
frata obfeqnia^ qnx A: B. fiobis prejiitcrit &6. 
Sciatis quod nos &q; prefat: A: B: ad ftatum^ 
gradum^ Dignitatem^ & homremBaroms^Erexi* 
tnus^frefecerimus^ScCreapimHs^ eidemq^, Aiff: 
nomen Baronis de T. impofiiimus &c. acper LitC' 
ras Patent es damns &c; Habendnm prefat: A.B^ 
& Hered. &c. From the ufuil words in the 
Patent , I come to the manner of Solemnity 
• - ufedinthccreatien of thisB^r^n byPateott' 
and I am informed, by «n Author it isi 
thus ) 
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l^c BaroB newly to be created is prefen- 
ted unto the King$ Mafefty fitting in his ch^ir 
of State \ after this Order he is apparelled : 
in his Siircoat with th^iHood, a Karon bear- 
itig a Mantle before him ) ^nd two Batons in 
thar Partianknt Roabes on each hand one lea« 
din); htm V the principal King at Armsprecc^ 
ding on before him \ when they come in pre^ 
fence of his Majefty^ they make their folemn 
obey(ancc tbree times ) and the Baron, to be 
created kneeleth down before the Chair of 
States the (aid King at Arms delivercth the 
?atent of Creation to the Lord Chamberlain^ 
'Who humbly prefents the fame to the princi* 

Ell Secretary to be read , who reading the 
me with a loud voice, at the word (Creavi^ 
wius^ ) the Baron which carricth the Mantle 
prefenteth the fame to his Ma jetty, who put- 
teth it on the new Baron, whereby he is crea- 
ted, and then is the Patent readout to the 
end, and delivered unto the K ing, who dclive- 
Tcth it to the BAron fo created, who alter moft 
humble thanks given to his Majcfty , he rifeth 
up, and they depart in the like folemn order 
as rhey came, with Trumpets founding before 
them. • 

' 3* BjfVarlidmenU 

King Edtpsrd 3 • at a tarliament holden am 
i7«ofRis Reign, by Charter efttbliflied by co...lnft. 
Authority of tarliament created Edward cal- X43. * 
led (thtBlackJrim) Prince of fTdfer. 

So 
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So at a Tarliamefa holden ^6 £• 3. the King 

in fall Parliament Aid gird his Son JobawSx 

co,4 . inil: a Svv^ord , and fct on his head a cap of Font, 

^ ^4* and upon the fame a circle of Gold and Pearh, 

and named him Duke ofL^iifc^i^^aQdcherr 

• of gave to him and to his Heirs Males oC his 

Body , and delivered him a Charter* Thiu 

much of creation by Writ> by Patent, and by 

Parliament 

: Ky pf. A man may have a Title in the Superior 

jcint. Nobility by De(cent, and this is called in tar 

tine, Nobilitof Hereditaria^ hereditary Nohili* 

ty derived from a mans Anceftors , eminent 

for vertue, learning , and prowef$ : So.that 

of this Hereditary Nobility the meritorioi|$ior 

impulfive caufe is Virtus prinut Originisy, # i]M 

Nobilitas cepit. The inftrumestal caufe in 

refped of Ftfierity is Generation , by which 

this Nobility is propagated and conveyed to 

the Heirs Lineal and collateral h the final cauic 

is the compenfation and Re W4rd of Ver tue,not 

only in SubjeSo ejus propria , but aUb in poAe* 

. , rity, Hdc debemus virtntibnr ((ays Senecs ) ^ 

Beneif r.20 ^^^ frejentej folum iVas^fed etiam ablatas ca$^ 
Oh calamus \ but the principal caufe of this Z6- 
bility Hereditary , or by Defcent is the Kinjg) 

Co* Inft fi^om whom aU the degrees of NaWiry,t^ii^fiM» 

^4^' ' lumen de lumine ^TC derived without any di* 
minution h the naturetnd caufes of this Notr 
Uty by Delcent bebg (hewn , I (hall propo(e 1 
thefc two following Qu xres for the betto 
compr^hcnfion of Hereditary Ni9J»i/fryl 
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An Earl otBaromdfing^ leaving Daughters Qjcrc i. 
and no Sos, whether the Earldom or Barony 
(hould be divided amongft the Daughter; or 
not? 

CambdenJUni^t Arnis told Sir Edw^i ^^y « 
Cokf y that fome held, that if a Baron dyes ha- ** ' - 
vine ifTue divers Daughters , the Kkig omay co. lib. u 
confer oh him; who Marry *s any of them j'as/. ui.' 
in the cafe of my Lord Cr^^mii'^/^who had lifue 
divers Daughters^ and the King did confer the 
Dignity upon BsHrchier ^ who Marrycd the 
youngeft Daughter , and he was Lord Crom^ 
TpeV* • 

If the Earldom of Ci'ir/fw defccnd to Co* ^^ Jig. 
parceners, it (hall be divided between them as Tic. farti"' 
well as other Lands , and the Eldelt ihall not ^'^* » J* 
have this Seigniory and Earldom entire to her 9^l;[^^^' 
felf: By this (fays Cokg) it appe^rcth, that the ca. Lit. yC 
EjrW(?/»,Cthatis the'poflelEonsdF the Earl- i6f. tf, 
dom ) (hall be divided , and that where therd 
be nu)re Daughters than one , the Eldeft (hall 
not have the dignity ' and power of the Ear^ 
that is to he a Counters. What then (hi\V 
become of that dignity? the anfwer is, that\ 
iu that cafe the King who is the Severaign of 
Honor and Dignity , may for the incertainty ' . ' '•^ 
confer the dignity upoti which of the Daugh- 
ters he pleafev and this has been'- the uiage 
(ince the Cpnqueft as it is faid. 

But if aft "pari that hath his Dignity to him 
and his Heirs, . dy^th having Ifluic one Daugh* 
ter, .tbcdigfrjitydtall defceodrtotlk Dai^^x 
texp(6tthcn:i$Homcctti\iiX^^h^ 

•' C a \i^>^^\ 
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Co. Lie, Daughter, the dignity (hall dcfccndunioiicr, 
^^5> 'f and her pofterity ', as well as any other lo^ 
ritaace , and this appeareth by many prefi- 
den'ts, and by a late Judgment given in Samf^ 
fm Leonards calk, wHoMarryed with Margant 
the only Sifter and Heir ^ Gregny FiveJ)^ 
cm of ihe South , and in the cafe of W\1kgm 
Lord R^jr. 

But note that there is a difference beCweCB 
a dignity, or a nanse ofNMUty^ and an Office 
of Honor 1 for if a man hold a Mannor of the 
King to be High Conftable of Eiij^/mi^nd dye 
having! ffue twh Daughtcrs^the El^eftliaugh* 
ir Eliz, ter taketh Husband , he (hall execute the Ot 
^cr »«^ficefolely»and before Marrh^gc it (hall be ex- 

Bilckhig. ^'^^*^^ ^y fome fuffkient Deputy i and all this 

hmscafi, wasrefolvedl?jfall-the Judges of Eu^lwri/ in 

the cafe of the Duke ot BMckjngbam. 

QS^fc ». Whether there can be Ffffej/io Fratrk of t 
Title of Honor ? 

*>'n^ Of Digni ties , whereof no other poflTefEon 

can be had but fuchas defcend , f as to be a 
Duke, Marquefs, Earl, Vifcount , or BaronJ 
to a man and to his Heirs, there can be no 
poflTelfion of the Brother to make the Sifter to 

CO Ut.fo!, Inherit, but the younger Brother being Heir 

'/;,\,. to the Father, fliall Inherit the dignity Inhe- 

Kardiffs '^n^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^y ^5 Heir to him that was firft 
ufiy created Noble. 

So a Qgeftion was moved in Tarlumeniy 

totiching the Barony of Ktsihe^ , where tlic 

cifc was, that om being cfca ted Bdrm to him, 

and to his Hdr s^Biath Iwvxt ^%^ %xA^\^^^>a^ 
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tor byone ventcr^anda (c^ond Son by another ^•> 3 ?^y 
venter,, and the EldcaSon hath the Barony, q'^J*^ 
and fits in Tarliament , a^d afterwards dyes ^^^ 
withontlflue, whether the feconi Son fhall. 
have that dignity as Heir to his Father , or 
theSifter(haUhaueica$p0j[Jqp0 Fratrh in the 
Lands, &e. And the Opinion of the Judges 
wasdMired therein ) and they refolved, that 
there was not any foffefflo Fra$ris of a Vig^i^ 
#y, but it (hall defcend to the Son, for the 
younger Son is Ha^es natiti^ and the Sifter is 
enty UtrejfaQahy the. pofTeffion of her Bro- 
ther,of(uch things as are iu Vfmeafme^ztid not 
of Dignities, aiM fetch like, whereof there caa* 
not bean A^^^G^i^nof the poifcilion. 

A man may have an Inheritance in Title of 
UAilHy by prelcription as well as by ^^^catioa,' I I^JJ]^' 
ordefcent. ■ r ^:** ^ ^ 

Barons by preCnription are all one with Bt« • i 
rons by Tenure , or tho(e who antteatly , and ' 

time out of mind have beenealled to the JPar» 
Uamem by Writ , and none other wi(e h They ^ 
are thofe that do hold any Honor &c. as the 
Head of their Batmy^ f^ Bi^piiam , which is 
called grand Serjiantyi and to prove that -;,, - 
there were Bar cms temporal'^y prefcxtption or « ' 
tenure, I (hall produce thefe two Authori^. 
ties, , ' a . 

r Gtanvil Uk f^ c. 6« iarMianfliex retixib ' ' 
donee hscres&cc ^ •-.'■ v ■ . * '^ 

7. Magna Charts c. z.figniiSccp.^.mmfam 
iuligrofer C Hefei Baron.per dm^ffcM^ iitru. . 
Min$.frffiU0mitt$iiC.fQliioii v ^ 
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Thus much of Inheritance in Title of Ncv 
bility and Dignity , which a man may enjoy 
three manner of w;iyes, that is to fay^by crea- 
tion , by defcent, and prefcription. 

But note that a man may have a Title of 
Nobility for life only , and this either by Ad 
ofLaw,orby the Adofthe party, that is to 
fay^ by the Kings adlual creation^ 

I By Aft If a Duke take a Wife; by the Inter-ttiarri- 

of Law, age (he is a Dutchefs in Law i and fo of a 

MarqaefS) an Earl, a Vifcount , and a baroa, 

Co. Ut.f, i6.k But it may be Queryed , 

Whether a Vntchejiy Msrchlofufi, &e. Marry^ 

ing a fecond Husband that is under the degree 

o( Nobility (hall loofe her dignity i . 

. I^ ^^ ^anfwered with this diftindtion , vif. 

J^'JJ^-. Betwixt a Wortian Noble by Matriage ^ anda 

J, 8* ' 'Woman that is Noble by Defcentj for if a 

Aftons Woman that is Noble by Deycfv^ Marry one 

i ^th that is linder the degree of Nobility ^yct me re- 

msLinethNohie fiillv but if (he gdn it by Mar* 

riage, (he loofeth it if (he Marry under the de« 

ffceoi Nobility. ; 

AdridH Stokift Efquire ' Martyed with the 
Bendlows 2)iftc^f/? oiSufiH^j and brought a ^are Imr 
Reports f. j^^t/tfagainft the Bi(hopof Ex^f If r^nd N. M^ 
37> «*• fiftiyhj the uzmcloi Adrian StokfsLQp andi 
iu A A Dame Frances Dutchefs of Suffolk^ his Wife, 
i» H. 6, 4, ^^ . ^j^ .i>fcrtdants pleadted^ that the (lid 

Vutcbefihi htt Intermarriage with the {aid 
StoktT had by tfae Law loft her, name of dig« 
nityof ^SKftrJ^jT^ and that (he ought to be na^ 
rncd Francifca w4Rl^ot tVvifei Mrim Stgkfi, 
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and Lady Frances D\JitQhc^otSHffolk^^ and for 
this matter the plainti/Ts difcontinued their 
Suic^and dutft n(^ any fiir ther proceed. 
[ , The La4y Jbwe Fowes and. her Husband 
Kandolph Ha^rvard Eiquire brought a Writ of 
partition againft the Duke of S^o\zfid his ^^ f^^o- 
Wife for part of the Inheritance that was^''^^.^^^" 
Charles BrandoHs y becaufc the Writ was /^f r ^'^^^ ' * 
lUnulphum &VMmi9tam AnnAr;a^^&e. tb^ • ' 
werein&rf;c4 WVing a new.W'rit^^ Ktf- 
^ond€ndMm\o B^atdilfp ajod Jbi$ Wifc^latethe 
Wife ot Lord P«»f J 5 fox per NLau^tsgue chief • . .^ 
JuiUce; and Hf /«r by the Law ofEng. whatfo- 
ever be the cour tefie among the elates of Ho«^ 
nor,a Wonunsiiame of dignity chaugeth vith 
the degree of her Husbanof, and of (iich Wo- 
men as have not their Honor by Birth , but 
acquire that by Marriage the rule of Law ta- 
keth order ^ Si mulier nohilvi mifferit ignolriH . 
^fut efendbiUiv/hen ttit taketh ^ fecondHut 
band. •'*.'••"■• ^' "• : ' " ' 

With our Law doth the civil Law concur 
in this point of Marriage. 

T[sm diuClariffimafitminaerit^ qnamdiufi' " 

natori nufta ^ : velClariffimo^ aut fefatata '^'^ 
aliiinferietudignHatisnmnuffiu 

Mulieres hemre maritortitH eripmus , genere 
mAiUtamuf,8cc. SiautemminorUOrdints^ ^T^d^ii^ 
ntm fo9eafirtitx fuerint^friore dignitate^privs^ nttatihas ' 
Ik : pqfteriarix mariti feqnuntnr Conditio^ 
nem. 

But our Rule aforcfaid Biib in point of 
Marriages Royahand thcrfbreifa Queen Dow- 
ager Marry^any of the NobilitY ^ -ox wtAtx^'^.-^^s^- 

C 4 xNx-^vs^- 
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that degree, (heJ6o|eth not her .. dignity ,» 
Katharim ^nemjpowager of Engltmd Mat- 
ty ed Owen ap Meredith ap ^£beo&rt Efq«ite, 
and (he by the name oiKathmm Queen Dow- 

% Bf thi *B^' °^ E«gi4Wf^aintained an AAion of de? 

Kjnis cru tinue againft the Bilhop oiCarliJk. 

ati9rt^ 

CoLir.i6, f^ an Eftatc for life may be gained by 
RevncHs Marriage , fo may the Kingcreate eitherm^ 
cgjtn ^^ woman noble for Ufc , but not^ for joifiSi 
^ ' H,^,ip, bccaufe then it might go to the Extcutors oi 
/^ Danby, Admiriiftrators; 

Note one n^^y be Earl during the life of 
another if the creation be fo. 

Hitherto of the way or means whereby per- 
fons arrive to the ftateof the Superior Nobi- 
lity, ^^f 

Thirdly, 7he Pegrading of a Peer of thf 
R^alm by reajbn of poverty. 

That poverty is a good caufc for the dcgrar 
ding of a Peer of the Realm is very apparent 
by this following example. 

The caufe of the degradation of George Ng^ 
Co,4,^Inft viU Duke oiBedford (T^ys Caks) is wordiy of 
iiVAYlof 9bfcrvation, which was done by vcrtue of an 
Shrcwsbu- Aft of Parliament in 1 7 E. 4. which Aift rc- 
Yici iaje, citing theercftion , and nuking of the (aid 
Dukf^ doth exprefs the caufc of his degrada^ 
tion in thcle words : 

And for m m»ch 0$ it is openly kpotPH^ thdt 
tbefMdQnrgQ bath not ^ nor by Inhcritancp 
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may have any. Uvelthood to fupportthc (aid 
namC) eftatt , and digoitf , ot any name of 
eftate^ as oftentimes i( is (een J that when any 
Lard is cJkdto high 'Eftate^ and have not live* 
lyhood eonvenient to fupport the (ame digaU 
ty, it inducetb great poverty , and indigence, 
and eaufeth oftentimes Extortion^ Embrace- 
ry, and maintenance to be had, to the great 
trouble of (uch Countries where fuch Ef^ate 
(hall happen to be Inhabited , wherefore the 
Khig by advice of liis Lords ${»iritual and 
Temporal, and the Commons in this prefent 
Parliament AfTembled, and by the Authority 
of the fame ordaineth^ efiabiiQieth , and ena^ 
^th, that from bencefi>rth the fame ere^i« 
on, and making of the (ame Vnkf , and all the 
names of dignity to the (aid George , or to 
^dbn NeviU his Father be from henceforth 
void,and of none cfieft, &c. 

In which lL& throe thiRgs are worthy of 
your Obfervation. V 

1, That althot^ the (aid Vul^ had not 
anypoflelfionstompport his dignity ^ yet his * ,£;. 
dip^ity could not betaken away from Iiim ^ ' | 
Without an Ad oifmrUrnnenu 

2. The inconveniences appear where a 
great eftat^ or dignity is not accompanied 
withalivelyhood. 

3* This IS a good caufe to take away the 
dignity by Piirlitfm</fr« 

FoiirtlK 

( 
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.. . . ^ , 
Fourthly , The TntSs and njtgms of 
Honor that the Peerage have. , 

Co //^. 7 ^^'^^ and Barons have offices , and duties 

Ncvil srAfr annexed to their dignities of ^rcat truR and 

Co i.lnft, confidence'for two purpofcs. 

f.y, & 6, i^ Ad C$MjUleHdum\iH tempore pacts y and 

tarlof fecondly^ Ad defedendumJBiegjm tempore . MLi 

shrewsbu-And prudent Antiquity vhaih given unto 

rics cafey them two Enfigns tb felcmUc/ and put; them 

in mindof their duties > iFor ^r/l., *thcy have • 

an honorable and long Rpbc; qF Scarlet ll& 

fembling Counfel, in refpefit whereof they are 

accounted in Law , de. magno Coneilh H^ki: 

Secondly, fhey are girt witfi a Sword,, that 

they fhould ever be ready to defend their iCiM 

and Country. The Civil J^aw fays thus rJ,A m. 

biliHmOfficinfnjpeliat , folieitHdo Lateriitm- 

ferialis frotegendi , Ohjequiis FrincipisfefiUpa^ 

aulx penetralibns inhxrere ^ Jiiif coHJUiis pro 

, imperio die^mUeqjiUbori^re.' 

■ ' ■ . ^ .- 

Fifthly, TheAjpgttatimzofa Title effbh 
bilityover to another. 

The Barony ofEdmond deHincdnrt dtLam- 
ley in Lincolnjhire originally created by WVit^ 
Co,4,?Inft5had long continued in his Slrn^rtic , and ha- 
Camb ^'"^ "^ ^^^^ Mzlc^ defiious that his Sirnamc, 
BThJ.s^6 A'^nffij ^^^ Barony , all which he held in Fce- 
h Bnilijb/^^pl^ might continue, by humble Suit 

im- 



importuned King E, i. forthat he cooqeived 
$^oie»fft9meu^ium^ & trmapi^ morteriritftam 
JetercHttir , & Gardittr ajfedtfhat m pcfi tflfrhw 
ejus in mtnwri* kaberentur^ at dc maiufM eSr- ar- 
mii fitif ffdffaret qutmcunqHe veluerit; and in 
' the end he obtained his Suit by the Ktn^ Let- 
ters Patents undei the Great.Scal, 2nd atter- . 
wards about 19Z.2. he afjigned according to 
theKuigj Sranthis Sir<^naaie, Armcs , and 
po0e0iOns. 

. Bil> 3l.EliK. The Baron BurghUy Lord Co,4,In(l; 
*rrfeafurer, Vejuay to the Earl of Shrervshury, f- » »^. *= 
then Earl-Mtrjhal o( England , in heating of '*^' 
theCaufc,by.the C^eenscoiqmandmenc bcT • 
tWCCR Ed»ard^tviB \'-iiid Lady Mary Vane, 
Dai^tcrandHeir of fJwr/LorJ of '^iwrg*- ;■ ,v.;. :■ 
lf««y,fortheRight of the Barrooyof i^Aio:- ^ 
^veuiiy , did voucb a Record in tlie Reign 9f 
EdtPfird 4. that the Lord Hue , Who have -for 
hisEhlignesof Hoaor Qifarttrly Silver and 
Sable , haying no IflUc Male, hy his petd, and 
nnder' his Seal granted his Name, Arms , and 
^leolty over,but having not the Ei^gS Licence 
anq Warrant, thefanic was in f!<*r/idiiifM( ad- 
judged td be void. . . 
' Out of thefe forc-meotioned preridents,thc 
j>A^ may collcft thcli two thiqgs. ,.. 

' .iri^ataTitldbrNobilitynkypeallJg^d 
or granted Qvet to ^pother. 

2., ' That ^t &6ihpt bedooewithout the, 
Kings Licen5«, 



i 
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Sutfbly, oftd Lahly, The privii..^^ 
appertaining to the Peeragt tf the 

The SaretiMge of Ei^land arc poflcITcd of 
fUndry and fpecial privilcdges, wWch the 
hv/s oi England do allow unto, them in re- 
gard of that favour, that all gobdpoUcyin 
every well Governed Common'WeiUh doth 
beftow and yeild to the noble and honoiibki 
and they arc fuch astlicfcfoUovi'ing. 

Exemption fiem Arrest. 

VriviMi The perfoB of a Ejro«, whoisapcci of the 
*' TsrVuaneyit^iW not be Artcftcdlndcbl , ot 

Trefpafs by his body > this exemption w 
founded upon a double Reafon in our I.*if, 
The ane is^ becjufc it is prefumcd that the molt 
Honorable are the likelieft to be right houeft, 
and wilt pay even before demand: "tht taker 
is, becaufe the Fortunes of 2 Baron ^tc fuffid- 
enl to give fatis&ftion without Arttftlngthe 
perfon. 

Note, although in Trcfpafs,!'/ h Armir U 
the Common Law againil a Biron a Citpiat ly- 
cth not, nor after by the equity of thecommon 
lawupon the ftatutc of 25 E. 3. becaufe the 
eftatcof a Bjmb is intended fufficient: y« 
1 1 H. 4. 1 ^. in bomine l\.rfl(fiatido , agstnA 
Damc^pf/fwrapeerofthe Realm, viz. aB> 
roaefs born ■■, it was granted becaufe it was in 
high 



hi^ injury to the per(bn whom (he cfloy- 

ttoctfi in ChoMtrj. • 

Bdtotii of the Real^ bebg defendant ^ , m^ VriviUig 
Aead^of urSuhfma , have « letter direfted uq« ^a 
€othiem fiom the Ltrd ChsnceVer, or I^if 
Kieper H>f their appearance at a day thereui 
prefixed. 

. But note two things as touchitig this pri- 
Viledg* 

I. That if a Btff on negled to apjpear upon 
the day appointed by thf letter, then the Or- 
dinary fmxrefs of Sithpttna if upon motion A- 
warded againft them. 

a* If a BsroK appear iipon the letter to him 
direfted , and af(er Appearance he depart 
without an Anfwer, he is paiTed the Sntpcniay 
atad no procefs then l>ut an Attachment is to 
go (bnh ag^nft him. 

Juriei. 

A Baron by realbn oi his Honor and digni- frhiul^ 
ty is exen^)ted to be fwomupon Enquefts , or 3, 
1iui(i^ CO. Lit* 

Nof^ifacithcr party will challenge him,he i^^;*'''*' 
may dtaUeoge hisdelC; for by Magn0 Cbarta It cmnufs di 
b provided J^d mcjmfet turn ih/kusyfieejir Kcmt cafi^ 
fnmmmmmmf^ mfifit legate JuHcittm fa^ ^>^Wf 
rtnmfwrnm ^4Mpr lagiMtfrr^^ 4^» 



jt Knight tetumed. 
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. . . . • If a ^^^f of the Realm , or Lord ofParlia^ 
^^'^^i^'^iw ment he demmd^nt J or pbintiff^ tenant^ or 
Co. lib* ^^^ndant, there muft a Itnighc be Return^ 
4^, of his Jury , or elfc the Array may Ik 

Co: Lit; Quathed. ', ■■ : 

//lfi,'<4, a. Touching this privikdg two things arc .to 

27'H, s! 'beobfcrved: 

2 2,4,£liz* I. That if a Kff/gl'^ be Returned, and he 

Dyer 208, appea[r not, yet the Jury (hall be taken of the 
Refidue, 

2. If others be joyned with the Lord of 
'Farliamnt , yet if there be no. Knigbt Retur- 
ned , the Array (hall be QjiaOira againft 
ail. 

Leetes^ 

^ . ., J Peer^softhe Realm arc not Obligedho at-^ 
\ tcndLeetcs. 

Mar!,f, I 9 

Vr'tvihdi It is a priviledg that the pceres and m^bili'* 
6y ty cXTjtrlumnt doc enjoy , namely to be tty- 

^^i ^; ed in cafes of treafon ,. tud fdony . by their 

Inft:/^. 49»^^^« .: . : 

As touching this priviledg., . thefc things arc 
worthy of thq RcadersnoticCf . . 
I. That every Ltfr^/ oF F^/iiwfH^ and that 
bath voice in Parliament .znd called thereunto' 

by 



by the Kings Writ » (hall not be tryed by His 
pcerSjbut only (ildi^ ^f(it thf:ttJR:caione nobili- 
tatis as Dukes, Mar^ueffcs, Earls,Vr(coigits,or 
Bjyrons, andBQtJuchiasare Loitis of Par Ha" ^ 

^im^mr l^tionc t^tmigmmy qndt,tenent in Jwe^ 

Ecclcfia^ hYxcifottoi their . Batopies , which 

-tHcy^hoWin tbciright of the Churchy as 

ArcJiJJiUiops, and Biflbops^ but they (hall be 

•^tryedby the Country, that is, by Freeholders, 
forth^t they are not of the degree of Nobi- 
lity. /. ' x . . 

i. That no Nobleman shall be tryed by his 
Peers, but only at the .Suit of the King upon 
an Indi(9tincnt. of High Treafon , or mifpri- 
fion of the fao^e , petit txe^fori, ipurder , .or 
other feloiiy, or mifprifion of the(ame: but 
in cafe of a premunire, or the like, though 
it be at the Suij^flyi^iog , he (hall not be 
tryed by his Peers, burby Tree-holders : And 
£o in an appcalatthe Si^it of the party Tor pe- 
tit. Treafon, murder, robbery , or other felo- 
ny, he ihall be ;l;rye(l by Free-holders^ 

3^ Albeit a inaiibe Noble ,' and yet no 
Lord of Farliameni o^this Realm , he fliall be 
tryed by Knights, Efquires^ or others of the 
Commons. And fQit.i^ of the Son of a Duke, 
l4aro[uefs,Earl, c^c. lie is Noble, and called 
jjCprd, ,aii4 yef tje^atife he is no Lord of Parlia" 
jnht^ht.nia^^ under the degree of 

.APccr,aridXoi4*oiTi'rfii^^^ • 
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Scmdah Magnlitnm. 

' By the ftatqte of JV^cfl^i.c. 34. if any perfon 

yrw7/i^ flialldivulgefilfcTalcsofanyofthcLordf of 

^' Psrlianum , by which diffcotion tnay be be-^ 

twixt the Commons and them ^ the Ofien* 

der is to be impriibned until he bringi^forrh. 



the Author* 



SirMHffrs. 



Triviledi whereas by the Statute of 31 H. 8. no 
SubjeA might keep in his^Family above Four 
firangeis born, yet by a f^rovifo every Baron 
. may keep fix. 

Vay afOrdct. 

Vnviltdi jjj J j,g prolecution of any Adion perfbnat, 
Co. Lib. f. ^^ Plaintiffmay pray Jour de Grsef , but a- 
49>^« * &^^^ ^ P^^ <^(be Reaum it {hall not be at- 
27 H. 8« lowed^becaufe that the Baton is prefuaied to 
*?' ^' ^ attend the publique* 

,, . Every Earl or Baron comine to the Kim 

Fftij.tdi jj j^^g cQjjjmaiidincnt , andpasfifig by any dt 

chlrta it the Kings Forrcfts, Chafes, or Parks,may hunt 

Forcfta f, ^nd kill one or two of the jUngs Deer. 

11, Co, 4. ^ jQ jhis priviledg , thft Reader is to take 

J wi ' noticcofthcfcparticulars. 

* ^ ^' 1 That 



abk] 



xtmm to tie smmtjf m ezmf^ aa 

4. That although the words of Charta de 
foreflahQf^HicuHqueC^mesvelBaroy&c. yet 
^yrctyLordotFarlidment ,as DukcSjMarqueC- 
jbs 9 anxl VKcounts which were Ereded and 
Cr«|tcd afterwards \ being Lords of larlis^^ 

liieK^, have the fanie privilcdgalfb. 

a>* That the L<?r^j of P^fr// if »«?ii^ may do it 
at other 'times. Ex gratU , but by Law enndo^ 
& Kedeunde , to and from the Parlia'- 
menu 

►. That a Lor^ of V arliament mzym the 
knee of the Forrefter or Keeper , after the 
blowing of the|lorn, kill one or two of the 
iings Decr^profriisjhk. Canibus , ant arcuf^ ^ 
ftofrio. 

4r. A Forrefter or any other Officer of the 
f orreft cailiiot give a Nobleman a Courfe in 
the Forreft, but it is prefentablc. 

Mendcei. 

If a man haveaCaiife to Require the peace pyjyiifiA,' 
^^indz Lords he for fofmallaCaufeis not „, 
to be Arrefted by Waif rant from a Juftice^rior Lambaid^ 
yct by a Supplicavii out of the Chancery-i but 
the Lord Charc^llor^ox Lo-rd Keeper may in fuch 
^fe grant to the party a Bubfxna againft that 
L(frd for it , for fuch an opinion hath the 
Law conceived of the peacabfe difpofitiou 
oS Noblemen ^ that it hath been thought e- 
nough to take one of their promifcs " upon 
Honor that he Would not break th^ peace a- 
^ gaiajR^a tnah* 

}3 CUU 
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By the Statute of i E. 5. c. ii. a Lord of 
^rivtltii Parliament fhall have his Clergy for thcfirft 
i %^ OfTence of Felotiy^though he cannot Remand 
without Burning* 

"JhSHcs of ^orttm* 

fnvilUt Whereas it is Ordained that the Juftices of* 
,* Peace named of the Q^runi (hall be Rdidcnt 

in his Shire , the f^m di the R ealm are Ex** 

cmptcd* 

T:hc Oath of Supremacy. 

Vriviltii By ^^ Statute of 5 E/iz. c t. all BurgcflTe^' 
14, ofFarliament (hall take the Oath of Suprcraa- 

cyilb (hall Knights, Citizens, and Barons of 
thcCinque-portSi but there is a p rovifo in 
Stw.5,Eii|hj^ Statute, that for as much as the Queen 
' ' is other wife fufficiently aflbred of the Faith, 
- &c. of the Temporal Lords i therefore this 
Ad (hall not compel any of or above the de- 
gree of a Baron to take the Oath, nor to idcut 
any penalty. 
• 

Vftiformity^ 

m 

frivjudg In the Statute of i Eliz, e. i . there is a prd* 

n, yrioy that the Baron (hall be tryedbyhis' 

«iz,f ,1 pggjs^ jjjj J not by jmy Ecclefiaftical Court*. " 
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1 . * . 

Top CoinHaltm. 

though the Statute of 2 H. 5.C . 8,gi>es ^^ 
Aathorhy to the Sheriff to raife^ojj? ComiH^ » H, j^ci It 
fW>, yet may he not cotnmaad the perlbn of a 
Nobleman to attend that (ertice. 
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if an Office or place of Truft be gtanted to triviliJi 
H C0rnmon pcrfon, he cannot Occupy thc^x?, ..• ; 
fame by Deputy unkfs the Grant be To made* Co. //*. >* 
but if an Office be granted to a Peer of the. |jJJ^^{,^ 
Realm, tvithout power or licenfeto confti-ncs r</rif 
tute a Deputy, yet may a Baron excrcife the 49, a. *♦ 
faij^c by Deputy* As if a Earkcrfliip be granted .. 
to an Earl without the words of making a 
Deputy , yet he may keep it by his Ser-; 
Vants. 

VtoteftationuponlionGt. 

in many cafes the proteftationof Hflwr,pym7f<^ 
(hall fatisfie in Noble-men, as upon the Tryal ^'> 
ofa Peer, the other Peer/ ate not Sworn, but ^J* ^-^''^^ 
arc chzx^cdSHfirfideliutibys^& Ligcantik co\ y. infti 
Vamino Kegidebitis. 19, 

, But there are Cafes wherein a Veer ought 
to be Sworn , as appears by this Refolution 
given in the. Start'Chamber. 

. Vkpoathciyl^cXFebrHary ^nH$ 1626. , in 

^ Court of StoT'^hamber^ all the juflices of 

^: Da b^^^Vw 
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botlr Benches being there, and all the Barons 
Co, } pLYtoi'mc Exc/?f^«fr^'aacl a verygregit Affembly of 
the EayI ofLofJs^ and divers others of the privy Counccl: 

' jj^^^* It was ' moved :, whereas Sir thnry Fines 
: .'^*/VKnight, had Exhibited his BiUb the ^^^r^ 
chamber ag^inft the, Earl of Lincoln^ for diteis 
Ryots, and other mifdcmeanors, and the 
£trl Qi Lincoln had taken a CommisHon forth 
to put in his Anfwer upon Oath in the Coun- 
try , and he offered before them his anfwer 
. ujpon his Honor , but would not put in upon 
€>ath, becaufe hewasaP^frof the Realm, 
which matter being now Reported by 'the 
Comijjtoners^ it was now moved by the Kings 
Solicitor to have the Refolution of the Conrty 
and it was held by all the Juftices who deli-= 
Vcrcd their Opinions Seriatim^ that the Lords 
in cafes Criminal , (efpecially w^here the Kin^ 
h party^ ought to put in their Anfwer upon 
Oath V and in all Cafes where they are to be 
Witneffes betwixt party and party , they 
ought to be Sworn > and the Lord Keeper 
(zid^odin Judieio non crediturnifi Juratify 
. and that he had caufed prcfidents to be fear- 
died v, and had found divers fincethe firft of 
Queen Elizabeth^ wherein Veers of the Realni 
being impleaded in Chancery^ or Starr-Cham^ 
• ^fr,or Court of ff^ards , have been alwaycs- 
Sworn •, and he faid , when a Veer afiirmes 
any thing which is not true upon his Honor, 
# there is not any Remedy, Jby the Statute of 

$Eliz ♦. 9. againft fer]ury\ wherefore they 
all Refolved , that the Earl ojF Lincoln oug^t 
to be Sworn, and of the fameOpiaiosweie' 

all 
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all the Lords and CounfcUors^t which they dd« 
\xvttcdSeriatimiN/dloc9tUradiceHte^hcczuCc it. 
isjKrsntimHmpHrgati^nif^d xxot promi^onisy. 
and Vrinces are Sworn to their leagues and 
confederacies, which is called Inramentum eon* 
firmaMftis s neither is it any diminution to 
the bid'EanIs Honor to be Sworn about that^ 
which he would notfliouldbeput upon his 

Chaplews^ 

Jt is provided in the ftatutc pf2i H.8.c* li^^riviUi^ 
touching ^Wj/it/itx, that Chapldns to Feeres t^ 
pf the Kealfn may purchafe. M<%Si^cs ^ and 
have-more Benefices with Cure pf Soiil then . . 
one* » ' 

A Vukf may have fix Chaplcii^,a Marque^ 
and an Earl may have five , a Vifcount rciuri^ 
^nd a 3aron three Cbaple^pf ^ > whereof every 
one may purchafe liccnfe or difpenCition, and 
take, receive , and keep two Parfonages , or 
. Benefices wjth(;ure of Soulsi^. 

Note, if a Dnk^ , Earl^ or Baron Reteineth a 
Chaplein, and before his AdvavcVnQexit be At- 
tainted ofTreafon, there the Retainer is de- ' 
termined, atii after the Attainder^uch Chap.' 
lain cannot takea.fecond Benefice , i>ccau(e he 
that is At&aiiH^d ii by his Attainder a dead 
per(bn in Law. There be feveral other privi- 
lodges alioyred the Pffr^f of thcRealm, which 
ftr /brevity: iak^ I (hall a mit to nqention ; And 
thus much of the Superior Nobility , or Vcifr 
fgdy OQmprcHsnding the Frinee^ the VukfSy the 

3 Afcr* 



■pp 



09 ^e t9SD Of Englan4> 

Marqnifes^th^f^rU^ the J^tfcomfts^ and the 
J^Tons. I now proceed to the fecond part of 
my divifion of the Nphilify oiEf^hfuL 



i. of the tnfemmt L^ 

fer v\C9^ilit;y a/Eng-r 
land. 

•W^crf fef dwfioli given in our Books of 
' i the hffiruf^ or Lcjjer ttoMity^ viz. feme 

iit names of Digrtitie^ , as all Knights , and 
Co.! Inft. garoncts, and feme lie names aff Worfhip , as 
*^^* E%uire$ , and Geptlemcn \ and tirft of the 

Mames of Dignit7,VMS.Knigh«i, and Bayonets, 



^nights. 



Knights < 



There B? hi owr ' Law Four kindes of 

\ cjthc GifrtcT* 
Banneret, 
of the Batk.. 

I. Ofi^gl^srftUGdrtcv. 

a , . , 

»■■••»• ' • » . 

■ • • ■ . . • • J . 

' Ttn»:htDg.Ktii|^f$43f tbe(?«tMiy lure imr^ 
thy Qf observation: thdfe ifdbiwit^^ paftieat 
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I. The Ercftor or Founder of this Or*- 
^cn 2. The ekfting of thefc Knii^hts, 3 The 
nuQober of thcrn. 4 The dependants on this 
Otdtx of the Garter. 5 The Officers belon- 
ging to this Noble Order. 6 The habit of 
this Ord^i^. • • 

JSAp^^idmard the Third, ^tcr he had ob- 
tained many great Vidoricfi of J^hn^ tht i The 
frtncb King , and Jama King oi ScotUnd, ^l^^^ 
both prilbncrs in this Kcalm at one time^ ^"* *^ 
Henjy oiC^ih the Baftard expuifed, and Don 
f(dr0 Rcftorcdby the Frinee of fFdUs , did 
Bt& Ered this moft Renowned Order ^ in hid 

In the EleAion of thcfc KnighH two ^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
things there arc which they efpecially Ob- ^fm^ 

(CTYC. thtft ** 

Firft, that the party nominated be a Cen. Kjiights. 
tlcman of Name and Armes for three Del- 
cents both by the Father-fide ^ and Mother- 
fide. The Civil 
. Secoiidly , That the part^r notninated be V!^' ^^' 
without fpot, or foul Reproach , as viz; not ^jj^l^ll 
c^vift rf Herefie ^ nor Attainted of Trea- Jita/ordi* 
(bn% nor by his prodigality and Ryot decayed da^ ut cum 
in his Eftatcy whereof he is net able to con- *J^'^'j' 
ferve the Honor of his Order, nor fuch a one ^JJS^^j^i 
ts etec fled hi day ofBattel *, iti ^H which Ca- ^^ifcn & 

HiUa tHTfis , 1^ tnh^mftM » rxxs mncrrm uatm ixduiit^ »$fn 
jirytiM4iisfty^l^ftinfcelMd^dHxit. 

D 4 C^^ 
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fes a Knight Ekdedancl Inftalled may alfo, if 
tbe* So veraign plea fe be degraded. 

The number of this Ord^r conGfts of 26 

?'^*/*?' Martial Knights,and Heroioal Nobles, whereof 

Qrdir *e King of Engl, is the chief,and the reft be ei- 

* ther Nobles of the Realm, or Princes of other 

Countries, Friends and Confederates of this 

Realm,the Honor being fiach as Emperors, and 

Kings of other Nations have deilred » and 

^ thankfully^ accept edit. 

'^thiDi^. There are depending upon this Order 26 

fi$dantS9 poor Knights, that have no other fuftcnance 

of living but.the allowance of the Houfe at 

^w^((or» which is given them in refpe(9: of 

their day ly prayer to the Honor of God , and 

(according to the courfe of thofe times ) of 

Saint George^ who is the Patron of this order. 

There are certain Oj^i-vr/ appertaining unto 

ii^^atm- ^^^ Order ^ as namely the Prelate of the Gar^ 

ilfiy . ^^^' which Office is inherent to thcBifliop of 

i ^i^cfef/f^rforthc timebeiegs' the Cbaitcclkr^ 

of the Garter^ the Regifier , who is alwayes 

Dean pf Wmdfer^ Garter King at Anms^ 

whofc office is to manage and marflial^hcir 

Solemnities at their Yearly Feafts: Laftly,the 

yjher of the Garter^ which is the Vjher of the 

friHces Chamber, called the Black^Kod. As 

^o that Officer called thcChanaVor of the Gar^ 

^er, I (hall prcfent the Reader \yith this Refd-i 

Pafch. « lution following, 

3ac. the faf0* 6;. lac. %ht cafe between the King 
y'lJHfof and the Eitiiop of Salislmry referred to the 
gJiEburifit^^^f^jef Juftices, and chieeBaron. by,the 
i^ioo^i^^^^^^ the Honorable Order of {he Garter 

wa* 
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velattnc ta tgel^bflftp anti ^etttrp. 

Was this: K/«gE.4» by his Letters Patents 
in -French^ bearing date thciotkoWHifber^ 
Anno 15^ of bis Reign, reciting that where 
there was ao Office of the Chancellor of the 
Garter^ that there fliould be f uch an Office of 
the Chancellor of the G^ntfr , and that non^ 
jhouldhavcit butthc Bifliopof^/i/iffewj^ fojr 
the time being : JVe mU and ardein , that 
Richard BeoHcbamp now Bifhpp of SalUhury 
(hould hayeitfbr his life, and after hisde"* 
ceafethathisSuccefTors fhould have it fore- 
ver \ and anoongd divers other points, it was 
re(bl ved unanimoufly , that this Grant was * 
void, for thata new 0$ce was Eredted , and 
it \9^s not defined what Jurifdiftlon ox ^yx^ 
thority theOj^c^/ fhould have, and therefore 
fortheincertainty'itwas voidi which bein^ 
reported to the Lords ^ they 'were well fatisft- 
cd therewith , and thereupon the Office was 
granted to Sir hhn Herbert the Kings Secre^^ 
tary. 

The habit of this Renowned Order is an un; ^ the haUt 
dcr Garment, or a Gown of Crimfon Velvet, dftbis Or-^ 
.ofibnne called a Kirtle^ over which the Knight ^'^ 
weareth a mantle of purple Velvet lined with 
white Sarfnet, on rhe left ftrouMer thereof is 
.imbroidercd in ^Garter anEfcutchconof i'f* 
(/et»*gf , and over his Right (houlder hangeth 
his hood of crimfbn Velvet lined with white, 
ihtCotdions to the Mantle are purple Hlk, and 
gpld 1 above all which,aboul his neck he wea- 
. jeth the collar of the Order , being of pure 
gold, made of garter, and knots,aifid enamerd 
.Virith fU)jre8.wbice aHjl red ^ weighing 30 ouii- 
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CCS of Troy, weighty with the Itnage of Saim 
George, richly garniftied with pretious ftoneS) 
pe&dant thcreat,3iK)ut his left legg he wearctfa 
biuikied a Garter inriched withgold,pearI;,ani 
HoncH whereupon the French words are itn^ 
broidered,l|^oiit(bittui9al9¥taiCe-t which 
inay be thus Englijhed , Shame u him that 
%viathmkfth. 

2. Of Knights Banneret. . 

Banner legally Banerinm , VexUbm , B^mr- 
Co: 4^ Iffjf f ^her : wtde Baaetherius^ or Banerins^ i. 5<m> 
f: 6, VexiVarim Miq^r^ and Bmurenns ^ a dtminu^ 
tite of &uMrJiix , VexXarmimmri A. B^ron 
Is called Bamrhermh or Baneritu of the E/mr, 
(l>eiDgtheEn(ign ofbisHonorO fervethfor 
a .^uide and direftion \ To the ^r$m ob(er^ 
ving the end of his Npbility (hould be an ex^ 
ample and guide to others ms well in War as 
In peace , in all notable Habilities and Ve»^ 
tyes^ and fo of the BMfTft » iboth the Bioren 
and B«»^r^ hath one kind of Biwff ^ for the 
Baneret is created in the Field in the Kisigs 
Boft, anJ(aaioag(l other things) by cutting 
the (harpi point ofhis Pennon , and making a 
I^HHeVy i. r, Vex&mm Bmrenis \ fo as the Ba^ 
ueret hath the Bam$er , bul noc the dignity of 
the Bsrotu . Thai Sr EitpmL C^ks^ and wit[ 
him doth agree 3ir Ibemne Smith , who fitit 
t i ^ ft ^^^^ ^ Bftt^Tft is ^, Knigli t made in the Fi 
i,'%'j; with tha ceremonies of the cutting of th^ 
An^. * point of Kiji Sk^nd^rd ^ and making it as it 
were a&m^ > md they besog before Bmcbe^ 

ler 
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hr Rnightsy arenowof greatet degrcc,a\lowe4 

to difplay their ArmsiRaB^mfr m Ae Kings 

Army as Barons do. 

^ . The oianiicrof the Solemnity xxffA in the 

taakiEig of a Knight Banemis thqs^asl am iti^ 

foUBmhjSiiiyXiamSigan 

I . ■ . . I 

A perfoa (&y$ hcj that i^ to rccdvfe this 
Honor, (hall be broyght bet ween two other 
Kitigikj be&Ire the'K^; ()x G»mtd\hcmn^ 
hts. Pednoa t^Annes in his own hand , ^nd in 
.thepr^fence of all the Nobility^ and othct ^ 

Ctptafias;, the Hcxauld fball fay otfto theKmg, 
oi General thdc^wordw May h' fltrafe youir 
Craci to undetfkgnA ^ lh^ this GntsUman hath I 

/h0W€dbimfelfyaiiMtmtheField\ and {for fo 
tdoing^ defirvcthtc he a^nccd tmio theDigrtt 
tfa Xstight Batmeret , Si worthy from bettce^ 
firth to bear a Banner in the WaT\ then the 
JEiifg Qi General fliall caule the poipts of his 
ttonon or Gviydon to be Rent oflf; And the 
BtsA JCniginr fiiall go unto his Tent conduced 
berween tvm other iC«gk/ , the Trumpets 
(bunditig all the way before hinu 

hhn Coufland a valiant Leader in ann^ Co.4^nft. 
20. £. 3. XiC^t pnrham at Hevih Caftle, tookf. 6, 
inaperto fraHi.y\JSaitid the (econji King of 
^cets^ for which King £. j. created him 

^ja^^S0«ff|yt:^.«^ and u* 

Note, that no Knigbt^ Bameretdin be made^ 
|>^UK|be.Wair, and the X inf pftfedt^ wlien 
fiis 5f4ic4er^ICeMiJitdi%Jh^ 

III > 3 ^/ 
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9. of Knights of the Satli, 

Knights of the Bath arc the Order of 

Knights made within the Lifts of the B4tb^ 

girded with a Sword in the ceremonies of hit 

i creation » they are ufually created at the 

Coronation qC the King, and arefpoken of 

Touchiag i Knight of the tsths being fued 
liy the Title of Bsrontt y take xY&s Refidu^ 
Cro, X. tion. 

jATt For- Error ofajudgnient giren in an Affimffi^^ 

^^^* the Error siffigned was , that he the now 

^j|J Plaintiffatth^Wie o( Markffams bringing 

his A^ion ^ainft him , was , and yet is a, 

Knight of the Batb, in the which cafe the then 

Plaintiff ough^ to have brought his Bill a- 

" gatnft him by the Name olFortefcue • Knight of 

the Bath, and not by the Name of Knight and 

Barmet i but for as much as he hath appeared 

to that Name , and pleaded, thereto , he hath 

concluded himiclf 9 aadfo thejudgment was 

afBrmed by 7 ]ui]|icei: at Stt^eants hnu ia 

Fleet'pfeet, 

• 
,4, of KftighPs Bachelor' 
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Althou^ KjAgbts.BMebtlqr are in Order 
ranked lafi»yet by Inftitution they be firft^and 
of great^ft Antiquity. . 

Concemiogthefe Ksnghts^ I (hallpropoi^ 
tbc(cQucrq> with ^busRe&hitions. '- 
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tttettog totfie BoWftp ami «ctttrp: 4P 

Qit I, iVhethcf hi that is d Knight ought 
to he fo named in all If r its and IndiSments at 
theCommmLa^ f 

Sol. It is Refolved in our Books ^ that the 
name of Ais Knight is a name of dignity , and q^^ ^j j^ ^ 
of the Inferior degree of Nobility , and there- 53,* 
fore is parcel of bisNanoe , and in Writs and Qo.z. Ind 
IncliSments he ought to be named Xnigi^/ by ^^^^\ 
the common Law i. but fo it is not of the ^^^ ; •'^•' 
ftatc of sin E&uire, or Gentleman. ^" ^^ * 

Qu.2. Whether a ferfon under Age ^ and 
J(siigh(tedy living yet his father , ^aU be in 
Wardf , J 

Sol. If one be made a Knight in his Fathers 
fife, he (hall not be in Ward, neither for Corzrfirt 
ILands dcfcended , nor for Marriage i *buto^ J^^™* 
therwife if nlade a Baron, an Earl,e^c. Co: lib:6. 

Qa. 3 . Whether a greater dignity can drown Drurics 
a Itffir Dignity ? ^^/*'* 

Sol. It is adjudged that a greater Dignity 
doth never drown a I cffer dignity, but both 
ftand together in one p«rfon , and therefore 
if a Knight be created a Baron , yet remaineth 
a Knight ftilh and if a Baron be created ah Co,i)Itift. 
Early^ct the dignity of B^r^jif- remaineth, & 594, 
fie decateris 5 but if an Efquire, ( which is no 
Name ot Dignity) be made a Kniaht , the de- 
gree ofElquireis changed, ana cannot be 
named in any Judicial proceeding* 

Qu.4. Whether the Honor of Knighthood ^ or 
(fa BaroH 8cc. conferred by a Forreign Prince 
wght to be here admitted f 

Sol. If one be inadc a Knight by a Forreign 
IPrinee , he is to be fo ftiled in all Legal pto^ 

cccdr 
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Co. ^K 7, ceedUo^ IB this Realm : Butifanunbccrea-' 
^Sr^ ted by the Emperor an EsH , it is othcrwilev 
^'^ ^ as it (hall be madesppearin thtcdkofjb^mm 
Armtdel ^Watiam^ who havingdonc finjgu- 
tar good fervlce at the Hw^iiriM War at Gvsn 
Cambd. ag^inA the *Im\(j s the Emfcrar by his Let teri 
Bl^ ^ii^ Patents created him Eitr/ of the ibly Empire, 
^^9^% when he being Returned into EngUsd^ be* 
: gan to be known amongd the common peo* 
pie by this Title of H9nor -y a qucftion aroie^ 
whether fuch a Title conferred by a Forreigti 
Frince upon the r Queens Sub)e<3: without ac-J 
quainting her were to *be admitted? fonie 
there were which thoi^ht that the Rewards 
bcftowcd in refpcA of vertuc, by what Frintt 
Ibevcr, are to be admit ted ^ for Vertuc Ian** 
guifheth y unlets well dcfervers b^incouragcd ' 
by Rewards; but the Bjr(^;ij of £»«^/^«^ gutf- 
fingthatthis would be prejudicial to them 
and theirs in prerogative of Honor, argued tcf 
the contrary in this manner i that fuch Ti- 
tles of Honor are net to be accepted by Subu. 
jefts, nor admitted by the Prince h that it be- 
longeth to the Prince , and not to any other 
whatfocvcr to diftribute Dignities to their 
Sub je<%S) according to the faying o( Valerias 
the Emperor > Let tha$* Dignity only hold 
which is borr»n^ed by our rtiiUi for much is de« 
traded from the Priifcf / Majefty , and the 
Sub)ed):s Obedience, if they may be permitted 
to receive Honors from Forrej^n Princes 9 for 
a 7acit Coatrad of Fid^ity (eemeth to pais 
between th^HonOrer^ittid Honoreduhat fuch 
tu]c$ so^ fccret ^iticoihents to withdraw tki 



hearts of Subje^s from their Princes : That 
an A&ion of Theft Ifeth againft him that (bat 
brand another mans Sheep with his mark> an4 
an A^ion of Fraiud againfl him that by ftrew^ 
ing of Foods (hould entice another mans Shcc^ 
to his Flock, That though fovfrnigi^ Frinccs 
be not bound by thefe Laws , , yet are they 
bound by the Equity ofLaws, even out of the 
Law of Nature , as in the Common- wealth 
oiKifne^ no man could be a Citizen at Kome^ 
and of another City , whereupon TomponiM 
Atticm refufed to be chofcn a Citizen of A* 
ihensy Icaft he (hould ioofc the priviledg of the , 
City oiB^me. The Queen being asked her 
Opinion hereof , faidi between Frinces and 
their Subjcdts there is a .moft ftraight tye of'^ 
AfTtftions^ As chaft Women ought not to . 
caft their Eye upon any other then thehr Hufl 
bands , Co neither ought SubjecJt? to caft their 
Eyes upon any other Pri»c^ then him whom 
God hath given them : I would not have my 
Sheep branded with another mi^s mark ) I 
would not that they (hould follow the whi- 
ftle of a(trarigcr Shepheard. Hitherto of 
KPiiglrts. I proceed to the other name of Dig- 
miY^viz, Baronets. 

The Title of Barmut became a new diftind mrmts. 
Tkle under King James , who for certain 
Disburiements towards the Plantation in VU \ 
jlir^aeated divers into this Dignfcy,and made 
it Htreditary by his Letters Patents h by ver* 
tne of which hftittts Patents thefe Knights 
moft hiM p<ci|dm€y in all Writings y Seifi* 

i . ■ ' 
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ODS i^ and Salutations before all Knights y zi' 
-wcW of th^Bath^z% Knights Batchelor J y as alfo . 
be£bre all Bannerets created, or hereafter t o be . 
created, except only thofe Bannerets which 
fliall be created under the . Kings Standard in 
ah Army Royal ^ and the Kif^ per(bnally pre* 
^nt^and no other wifes 

lipon point of precedency a greit contro-^ 
verfie grew afterward ' between thefe new 
Baronets^ and the younger Sons of Vifcounts 
and Barons, and after the Counfel on both 
parts three (everal dayc$ at large heard by the 
aSA/i/i Kingin^fctiony it was-dccreed, adjudged^anJ 
unns I o cftablifliedjthat the younger Sons of V ifcounts 
"itSKKei^^ and Barons (hall take place and precedency 
before Miaronetsh and that fuch Bannerets 
that {hall be made by the King^ his Heirs, and 
Succeffors under his or their Standard , dit» 
played in an Army Royal in open War, and 
the jKi^ig pcrforially prefent, for the teritiof 
the lives of fuch Bannerets j and no longer, (ac • 
cording to themoftanticnt and noble Infti- 
tution) Ihall for ever hereafter in all places^ 
and upon all occaiions take place and prece- 
dence as well before all other Banerets Mrbzt* 
focver, Cno refpeA being had to the time and 
priority of their Creation, ) as like Wife be- 
fore the youflgpr Sons of Vifcounts and Ba-' * 
rons, and alfo all Baronets (hall in all places, 
and upon all occaiions ^take place and prece- 
dency before all Bannerets whatfoever , othef 
then (uch as ^all be made b]j^ (he Kinghim^ 
fcl^ his Hei<|s,an4 Succeffors iijfi perfon i and : 

^ * * C .in 

•x. 
< 

■> 



ttmm to m Bouutp mt 6efttcp; 4^ 

in tuch fpccial manner and form as afore-^ 
faid. 

it was Refolved that the King mzyErc&, 
any name of Dignity , which was not before, 
and for that Rea(bn the King may create a dig. 
nity by the name of a Baronet^ to him and his 
Heirs Males of his body iffuing • It was like*. co,lib,tii 
wifeRcfolvcd that if the jfti?/g doth not ere. /;8i, ' 
ate him of fome place, he (hall not have an 
Eftate Tayijbut Fee-fin^ple conditional,which, 
fhall be forfeited for Felony. But if the King 
create a Baronet of a Place , then he (hall have 
an Elxate Tayl within the Statute of fP^eft. i. 
And the. Ki>g may grant unto him and hiS 
Heirs Males of his Body precedency before 
Knights Baronets , Knight so? the Bath^ and 
Knights Batchelors^ and alfo may grant Prece- 
dency to their Wives, Sons , and Daughters i 
and that he cannot create any Dignity abovts > 
the dignity of 2t Barouet ^ zxiA under the dig- 
nity of a Baron > and the creation of this dig- 
nity ©f the Baronets (hall not difcharge the 
Heir to be in Ward , as if the Heir be 
made a Knight , for he is not made 
knight by this, for the Dignity of a Knight is 
not dc(cendablc. 

It may be Qjcricd, Whither a tmnct hi 
s Nametf Dignity^ and rvitbin the intention of 
the Statute? 

. Debt upon an Obligation : The Dcfciidanf 
in Abatement of the Writ pleaded that th(i 
Plaintiff p«i/ darraigne centinxancevfas mzit a 
tareMet , and it was therc;upph doubted whe-: 
thcr the Writ (hould abate, 'for lIiarth<jSti.- 
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^,^f^ft tutc Rccftcs the dignities of Dukes , Earls, 
g^^^" Vifcounts, Barons, Jufticcs of both Benches, 
caji f: ?^^ Serjeants at L^w, but mentions not 
x©4* Baronets % whereby it feemeth it was not a 
dignity known at th6 making of that Sta^ 
ime s but if it were a dignity thtn kno wn,and 
omitted out of thefaid Statute,the Court then 
held it to be out of the Statute > but it was 
then doubted by the Court whether, if it 
were a dignity created after the Statute , the • 
faid 5tir/i«r^ (hould in Eguity Extend there- 
unto, and the Court dirc(9:cd, that the Flain- 
tiff fhould demur thereunto, and upon Argu- 
ment it (hould be refolved s but in regard it 
was only iti Abatementof the Writ , and it 
^t)uld be but a Ke^ondes Ou^er , though Ad- 
judged for the Plaintiff the P/^i«^ijf thereup- 
on offered to bring a new Original , and the 
Pef^«^^«^ confenfcd to Appear gratis there- 
to , and plead in Bar » and fo thefe doubts 
were left undetermined. 

Sir Henry, Ferrers Baronet was Indifted by 
the Name of Sir Henry Ferrers Knight, for the 
Murtker of one Stone, whom one Nightingale 
felonioufly murthered , and that thefaid Sir 
HeniryW2iS prefent, aiding and abetting, c^c. 
Upon this Indidlment Sir Henry Ferrers be- 
ing arraigned, faid, that he was never Knigh- 
ted, which being confefled , the Indidment 
was held not to be fufticicnt , wherefore he 
was Indidlcd de novo , by the name of Sur Hen* 
ty Ferrers Baronet. 

Sir George Grijley now Barone^t was bound 
^ te a Statute Merchant of i ooo pounds before 

the 



the Major o£€ov^try to one Vruryy and now tR*. 1C#^. 
upon a Certificate made by the M^y^ into ^^,-^^^1 
Chancery^ tookoutaCtffi>againftGri/7yi \yf,caUi^r^ 
the rilame of Geor^ Qtifley Efquire^ as he Ivas * 
named in the uatute returnable the laft; 
Term. Whereupon Writs of Extent Were' 
made into the Counties of Derby^^ and Stafford' 
which were Executed , and returned; And * ^ <'• 
now Mountapie prayed that all might be a-" 
mended > but it was denyed by the Court,* 
and he was willed to fue a Writ out of the" 
Clfdficery upon, the firft Certificate ; Capias 
Corfuj GeorgHGrifley^ mil^& Baronet, qui per 
ifomen G* G. Armigeri recognevit^ &c. for thii 
was matter -that muft come of the Informati- 
on rf the party. 

. Thus much of the Names of Dignity, i/i«; ^ 
Knights^ and Baronets. And I now come ta 
thole of Worftiip , and they arc Efquirer^ and " 
Gentlemen. 



Efqmres. 



AN E/gnirf , or Efcnier^ (commonly called 
Squire^) is he that was antiently cal- 
led ScHtiger , and to this day in the Latinc \s 
vi^miA Armigeri Thefe Ef^nir^/Cfayis one)afe . 
Gentlemen bearing Arms, or Armories as the 
Ftettch do call it, in teftimony of the Nobility ; 

or Race from Whence they are come, 

■ ' ■ ^ 
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r^tfi"** ^^^^^ ^ ^"^^'^ difference betwixt an £/- 

' ** quire^ztidzGentlemaH^foT every Efquire is a 

t - Gentlemjni^nd every Gentleman is Arma gS" 

■ r^x, . . ' 

Asa^nameor.^({^tean4 cifgrce^ it wasufed 

ik 'dfvcrs A<5s pt P^r/i^iw^itf, before the naar 

king of the Statute pf i H, 5. c i^. i)(Additi' 

Coi loft ^'^ ' and after 'tKis Ad alio. Rat. Par. an: !• 

^^7/ T\^ JohnLpiii Audeley^ an antient, attd 

a Noble Baron , was named Johannes Andeley 

Jtrmigery fpr ths^t all the reft of the Barons 

that appeared at that Tarliament' wcye. 

^nights \ and all pukcs^Marqueffcs , ^rls, 

Vifcounts y. and Barons of other Nations , or 

which are notLords o^ the Parliaments of Eng^ 

land are named Jrmigeri^ii they be no KnightSy 

and {(Knights ^ then they arc all filled. 

Note that according to Stmerfet Glover^ 

there arc four feveral torts of Efquires in 

Englandyviz. 

" iT Of them, and moft anticht are the El- 
deftSons of Knights, and Eldeft Sons of thero 
fuoccflively. - ' - - 

2. Of them that are the Eldeft Soas of the 
younger Sons of Barons, and Noble-men of 
higher degree, which take end, and are deter- 
mined, when, the chief Males of fuch EUct 
Sonb do fail, and that the Inheritance goes a*, 
way with the Heirs Ftmales. 

3. Sort are thofethat are by th? King crea- 
ted EpjHtres by the ^ft of a Collar of S.S.znd 
Tuch bearing Arms, are principal of that 
Coat Armor, and of their wholf .Race,, out 
^wbofe Families, c^Ct although 4iyers other 

HOK^ 



Houfcs do fpririg , and iflue-, yet the El deft ^ 
ofthatCoat* Armor only is an Efqtiire ^ and 
t^ *cfiduc arc but Gentlemen. 

^4; -ADdfaftfot-t are fueh as bearing Office 
in vthd CcKTiition-wealth , or in the King?; 
HoiJ<fe, and kherefdffe called and repute^ to' be' 
£fq)[xires , 'asf 5er (eants at Lzvf\ the Efchca-; 
tors in every Shire^ and in the Kings ffo»Jf?, 
tbe /Ser/V^afH^ of every Office , but having no: 
Arms, that Degree dyeth with them^and their ' 
Blood is n6 1 Enobled ; thereby. • 

TouchiHg Gentlemetr; arc Worthy the-Rea* GMf//;f if 
dcrs notice thefe particulars; viis. the Etymcr' 
logy of the word (Gentlemanh ) the Armes of 
Qentlemen v the fever al kinds of Gentlemen; . , 



li The Etyf^ali^le./ -\ 
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Centlemdn^ (G^i^r^Ofecrti^tliWbeinadc 
of two words^ ttit^ii6freHcK(^^ Ictjo^^ 
Hifius^ vet honefo lico 'nafus^ tgc.cjitl]^, 5'<jx(?»^^! 
( $pon )'ak you would (ay , . a Man \yell hoii\y 
fo that Ge)iiltlemBn)^t thofe whom t^ir B1qo4 j 
and Race dcith 'nitike. Noble' . j^nd' ' known •v 
4^ii»9C iii Cf rrti^V ^^ L^tinc JVi^'iV^ / •, and) 
they are faid tp'bc Noble, ^i mfi^nia Genti^ . 

. 2.fheArf»es of Geftikmen*"^ '. . 

£,very Cii^fifiM jmuft be ^iftii 0^^^ 
the bcft t ryat ot a GentlemM in Blood,f \yhicti , , 
is the loweft degree of jNl?^i/i/y) is by bearing 
DCAtnsesf for as in anticne tioKStUc ^^vosa 
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Co.x.Inft. of Images of their Anccflors were prooB of 
^^7*' thcix Nebilityy fo of latter times Coat-Arms 
came m lieu of thofe ftatues or Images, and 
are the mo ft certain proofs and Evidence of 
Mobility. Hence it followeth, that Ins Nobi^ 
iUdtU is nothing elfe but lus ImaginU \ info- , 
rpuch that the word Imago dojh oftentimes, 
fignifie ^obility^ and the right of having Ima- 
ges with their Ancefiors^ was the Gitne as the 
right of having Arms np w with them. 

As to Arms , I prefent to the Reader thefe 
few Qusres , with Relblutions to them out 
of our Books of Law, 

Qu«i. % what Heirs be Atmes defcenda^ 
ble^ 

Sol. TheFcp-fimple((aysr€oiS;?^ that a 
Nobleman, or a Gentletnan hath in his 
Arms , is only defccdd^ble to the Heirs Males 
Lineal or Collateral 9 for albeit a Female bc^ 
Co. Lit,/; Hri J ^t the common Law, yet the Shield, Ar- 
^'^" *• Rk)rie$,and Arms delcend unto them that are . 
sd>letQbear them: and all the JPemales of! 
that Family , in refpeA that tl^y be of the 
fame Blood, may in aLofehge, , or .under z 
Curtain manifeft of what Family they be, by 
e!X|)rtffing tlM! Armories and Arms belong- 
ing to that Famiiy^and the Husbands of them ' 
may unpale t^jiem, or quarter ^hcm with their 
ownasthccafe fliallrcciaite. ' 

'Qji. 2. Wfmhet Amis be ef Gavel^Kini ^ 

niitirtf 
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Sol. Gentry and Arms is of thcnature of Ga- coXit^qI* 
vel-kind, for they dcfcend to all the Sons, , '4^» ^» 
every Son being a Gentleman alike. , Which 
C^cntryandArmcsdonotdefccnd to all the. 
Brethren alone , but all their pofterity v but . 
yzt Jute •promogenuuT£ ^ theEldeft (hall bear 
as a badg of his Birth-right Jiis Fathers Arms, 
without any difference , but allthe younger. 
Brethren (hall give feveral dificrenpes, & ai^ 
ditto probat mnoritatem. 




3r 3- 1f^9thera Grant of Armes or Armd^ 
ties to a man , and his Heirs Males be void. 

If the King for reward of ff rvice granteth S^/. 
Arms, or Armories to a man , ipd his Keirs^ co.Lit.17 
Males,without faying ("of the fiody^ this is'/- ^^^^^* 
good, and they Ihalldcfcepdaccordinglyv but'^^'*'^ 
otherwife if the King by his tetters Patents' ' * 
giveth Lands or Tenements to a man, and to 
his Heirs Males this Grant is void , for that", 
the King is deceived in his Grant , in as mucfr 
as there can be nefuch Inheritance of Lands 
or Tenements which the King intended to 
grant. 

Qu. 4. Whether the defacing of a Mans 
Armes that are fet up in a Church be fnnijha-' 
hie? • Co.Lit, ^ 

Sol. If a Noble-man, Knight,Efquirc,e^'c. *^'*» 
be buryed in a Church, and have his Coat- Ar- corvcat** 
mor, and pennions with his Arms, andfuch cafi^ 
other Enfigns of Honor as belong to his De- 9 E-4; m% 
gree or order fet up in the Church, or if a^^^'^**' 
Grave-ftonc or Tomb be laid , or made ^ &c. 0,^5 fnft 

E 4^ CAt -k^l * 
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foifa Monument of him j in this cafe albeit 
. the Free-hold of the Church be in the Par^ 
fon, and that thefe be annexed to the Free* 
hold , yet cannot the Payfon', or any other 
take them, or deface them , but he isfubje<^ 
to an Aftion to the Heir, and his Heirs in the 
Honor and memory of whofe Anceftor they 
were fet up. And fomc hold , that the Wilt 
of Exfcutoirs that fet them up may have aq 
Ad-ion in that cafe againft thofe tha? defacf 
them in their time* 

It lyas refolved in the StArt^Chamher , tj^at 

Coats qf Arms placed in any Window /oy 

^ . jMonumcnt in the Church , or Church-yardi 

"cannot be beaten down, or defaced by thq 

Parfon, Ordinary, Church- war dens , or any 

5 other y and if they be , the Heir by Defceiit 

,. i i interred in the Co^t , may have an A^ion 

upon the cafe •» for the Heir is Inheritable to 

Arnaes as to Heir-Lomes. With our Law a- 

gircethc Laws of other Countries, videQa^ch 

H£um foil 3, Cone: 29. and the Civil Law In 

D. 47. 1 2 • 3^ Sepulchro violator Cod. p. 1 o, ifc 

^efutcbre^ violato. 
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OF Gentlemen there arc Four forts ^ as tp* 
pCfirs in oar Books, t'i;&. 

X.AGmtleman by Birtlu 

2. A Gentleman by office. 



« ' *- 



Such as Gferks that* are OSccrs in the* 
Kings Courts of Kecor^/i' and iftlkybe out^ 
of their Office^ they arc but Ifeomfeiit and* 
yet as long as they continue in their Office^t 
they ought to be named Gemlemen as their due - 
Addition. 

9. A Gentleman by RepHtatian* 

Commonly called Gentleman 9 and known 
by that Name^nd this is a fufficient Addition 
within the Stat ute of I H. J.c. 5. of Additi- 
ons. 

/^ 4 Gentleman by Creation. 

Of the Kmgs creating a Gentleman , take 
tbis Example. 

A French Knight challenged John Kington 
(a goo4 and ftrcfflgman at Arnoes^but bo Gen- 

tlcman^ 
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Tt*&^* tkmanjastbc Record faith, Ad certs Ar^ 

faannes Hononakilius in framiffis aeei^stur^ if- 
f 9m Jolimiicm ad Ordinem Genero jorum adof^ 
tavky & Armigernm cov^ituit^& certa HonorU 
infigHia conccffiu And whcrf the KtHg had^thus 
done , the Monfieur muft be forced to grant^ 
that this KifigfloH wasi a compleat GenderuanV 
for as it is aprerogatire of the Kings Sd^fc^ 
raign power toput a value on bafe Mettal 
by hi^ Impreffipn , or charaAer , even (b is 
it to give Eftimation to a mean perfon , by 
conferring QtiUm a mark of Hotipr a:Dd Dig- 
nity > Sk fiet vir9 quern Hex Honor are defide^ 
rail And the Civil Law (aithv Hon^andus 
dft , quern Frineeps Honor at. Nam nuUns deber 
^tant£fiiptrli^faltigiof$mid$if^ utRegalem 
fiufkmcoifiemnatp 
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Hus having prefentcd to toy 
worthy Reader a (hort view 
of the Law appertaining tQ 
the Nobility and Gentry of 
Ejiglandy I (hall prefume by 
t^ay of ifPPENPIX to 

the Work, to fpeak (bmewhat touching . 

' I. The Honorable Court of CHTVdLlX^ 

2. Tbe precedency of the Great dj^c^/,and 
Nobility of this Reainu . 
' -3. The Precedence of Kings, and Supream 
Princes, 

I. Of the Court ofchtvalrj: 

' The proper Court of Uonot , and Armes, 
is rhe Court of Chivalry •, concerning which 
Honorable Court are worthy of notice thefe 
particulars, 

r. 'tkftile of this Court. 

2. The Judges of tbit Court. 

3* tbeM^ters^ Torpetj Mi Juris JU^ 

SioH of tlni Court. 
4. Xh^ ^^Httiants onthk Courts 
5i 7he%a39 by which tht Court 
Froceeds. 
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I. The Stile of thkCaarU 

This Court is called Cnria Mditarii ^ Kot. 
Pat. 1 2 5 H. 4. »i. and the Marjhsl Court ^ Rot • 
ParL2.H^6.m.p. LikewiTe the Court of 
Chivalry^ and the Court oli Honor. / ^ x 

2. the Judges of thkComt^ 

\ . . 

" fa 

The Judges of thb/ppurt ^rc the Lori 
ConflabU^ in^Sarl Ma^ji^sU 

As to the former Opcers are obfervable,the 
Etjmologie of the v/otidondablei the tenure 
ofhis Office i the Effed of the Kings Grant to 
him andhis under-Officers. 

t thi ntj* Cof^able^ or Culpable b compounded of 

W9loiin two SaSsoH words, Cttrtittp /^r Cof^raSienem 

King^znd9itBVl£jid€JlColumeHy qHafiColu^ 

men Regis J anticntly written CmimsSa&I^ 

Co.^.lHfi. 123. 

This great ujJEcCT' hath keen long difconti-^ 

Tfc t ^^^^' neither was any continding High 

iJilfhfs C^»M& of England^ frnce n tt 8. when. 

ffffif; Edti^ard Duke of Bncl^j^bdfk Was Beheaded : 
He was the laft Hi^ Chjlabffy and by.lnhe- 
titanceofTenureTroi!titHfc'B(?fc«»/,^ as you 
feeintf H. 8. Keltic, ijb]. ah3 it ElizilDyer 
285. *,&viif JRi^.Fii«;.^^;^<?vi: *»#»*. 14* 

Thus rnndi the Author in his Motes odiF^r^ 
fefcuc, 

. Thif 
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Thi^ Office oixhtCn^alfUoiEwUnd^ fays 
Coif was at firft elegible , but afterwatds it 
was of Inh'erkaAce by- the tenure of the Man- 
nors ©f Hailefieltl^ Neifpntan^ and Wbitenhurfl^ 
by grand Serjeattty in the Line of the BohiiHs 
Earl5 of Hertford^ and EJfix^znA afterwards of 
Right in the Lineof ^he)S^^<yrrf/yand Dukes 
of Buekjugbam as Heirs j^neral to them : At 
the laft by the opsnioft or the Judges , ft was 
lawfully dcfcended to Edtpard Duke of 
BHckjngham , who was Attainted of Treafon 
in smo 1 3. H. 8. whereby this Office became 
Forfeited to the Crown , and lince that time 
both in refped of the Amplitude of the Au- 
thority both in War and Peace i and'of the 
charge it was never granted to any Subje^ 
but now of late, hac vice^ Co, 4* I«^. 

The Effeft of the Grant of his Office of J^^^y- 
CoKJf^^&ofEng/^^is in very few words, t^/2s, j^„tj * 
OficiumCoiiftsbuUrii Angliduna oumomnibiis' Grant U 
feodif^ profieHU^ Commoditatihus & emolunientU W«. 
^uibujcunqh Officio frddiSo qualitercunqs fer^ 
iinetuibm , &. sb antiquo debitU & CouJueW. ' 
And this great Office hath been ufually gran- 
ted, Exercendiim fer fe vel per fufficientes de^ 
fmatos fiios^ fin per fiifficiemem 3eputatHmffi^ 

There was aii Office ofSubcof^abularm^^Q^^^'^ 
granted to Vfomas Kent Dodor of La w , P J^ irj, 
tj H* 6. part 2.fimik Tat. 22 £. 4. m. 
Tiiere was alfo a Ckricus SubconftabularH 

^^^i^ fr9m0$^C4mfarm & negotierHm' 

^egiatm^ 
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Vutffam Maj^iatim ungen. This Office was 
granted to ihofim P^hUoh with t Fee of 
Five marks, Vat^ 8. E:\. fart i. Thus much of 
the Lwd Coftfiahle of Etigland. 

. As to the latter Judg^or Grsnd Officer^ there 
areworthy of our ob&rvatios tnefe things* 
The Etymehgie of the word Marjhal , his ofl 
fice, and Eminency > and the grant of this 

Marjh^l^ antiently written Marfcsde.is den* 
irheBty" ^gj of [two SaxoH words, viz. Sj^tlt. for 
•^•'•^''^ Eg«»f , and &rale , which fignifieth' a Maftery 
or Governor^ Curator Equorum^ Co: 4. Zn/}. 125. 
Co: Lit: 74. ii. 
» Hw 0/- With us there be divers of this Name , but 
pet And. one moft Noble of all the reft , who is called 
Emimncy. i,(ff^^ox Earl Marfhal of England y of whom 
mention is made in divers Statutes, as anno i. 
H. 4. 0.7. & 14. anno 1 3 K: 2« c: 2 . his Office 
confift^ efpecially fin matters of War , and 
Armes as well with us as in other Countrie3t 
But he that will truly k,now the Office of eur 
EarUMarjhal , had' need befide the Statutes . 
that concern him , to read his Commiffion; 
and alfo have Acce(s to the H^r^/^, who out 
of their Antiquities are able to difcover 
much> that by prefcription belpngech to this . 
Office. 

King K: 2. in a I* of his Reign granted to 
^omoi HeOandy Duke of Swrey^ EarUMarjhal , 
of England^ ^u$d idem J)u9c ratiene Officii fieiy. 
kaheat^^gerat , & defer ^t ^endam Baci^mdu^ 

reum circa MtrHmqy^nem^ M Vistf amNfUtum^ 

. • " " * Hon 



n$n ohjiante quod MiquU alim ante hxo temfors^ 
Baculum lignenm Coufkeveriu . 

Concerning the Grant of the Office ^of EarU ^^ 
Marjhat, ( which Office ever paffed by the 1^^^. 
Grants of the King^ and Qever belonged to* any this efi 
Subject by rcalon of Tenure, as the Stew/f«* 
ardlhip and Conftablefhip of Eiii;/^;^^ (bme- 
time did, ) take this one Prefident. 

Kex &c. SciatU quod cum n9s nnper de gratis RotiChait. 
fufirayjpeciali conceffimus dikSo Confanguineo *^ R.*»«*- 
nofiro ThomaCv Comiti Notingham Officinm ' ***^' 
A&rr/c^K^Anglie , habendum ad totam vitam 
fuamx Ncs jam de alter tori gratia nojlra concejfir 
musfrefato Confanguineo noftro Officium fredir Thisisiht 
Gum una cum nomine & Honofe Comisis MareC* fi^f^liHe - 
challi; Habendum fibi & Heredibuf fuis Maf Jjj/Jf^ 
cults de Cjorpore fuo exeuntihus cum omnibus nyfatent. 
JeddU^ froficuis , &fertinentiu s qmbufcunque 
dido Officio qualitereunqueJfeSantibus iniperfe^ 
tuum tejiibus J &c. Dat.iz luniianno Regni 
fui 20. This Charter of Creation is conrir- 
tned by A(% of Parliament : Co: ^4 Infii, 
/: 128. 

Cohf in his Comment on Littleton tells us, 
that there were divers Lords Marihals of 
Eng/^if^/ before the Reign of K) 2» yet King 
Rt 2* created Thomas Mowbrey Duke of Nor^ 
/#/!;,, and the htA EarhMaijhal o( England^ 
fernomen Comifis MarUcballi Anglix^ Go: Lit: 
106. a. Hitherto of the EarlMarfluk ' * 



§^. 
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H Cde lai0 of England, 

■ • - * ' * 

5. The 34atters and JurisdiHion of thu 
Honor able Court ofChivalty. 

' When Honor the Reward of Vertue, and 
Armes (the Enfignes of Honor^ are once con- 
ferred on any Subjcd , or poffeffed by any 
onc,if there hapneth any Contention between 
Competitors for the fame ^ pretending feve- 
ral Challenges thereto ') the antient policy of 
'England hath inflicuteda fpecial Court, titled 
("as is faid before) the Court oiChivalry h the 
Jurisdidion and Authority of which is im- 
mediatly derived from the Imperial Crown of 
England'^ the Jurifdidion of which Court 
doth confiA in the execution of that part of 
diftributivc Juftice which appertairteth to the 
advancement and fupport of Vertue* Thus 
much Vodridg. 

Of this Court Mr. Gwyn in the preface to 

!liis Readings faith to this purpofe, the Court 

o( the CoifiabU ^ znd Marjhal detcrmineth 

, Contra(9:s touching Deeds of Amies out of 

the Realm, andhandleth things concerning 

Wars within the Realm , as Combats , Bla- 

fons of Armory, and fuch like v but he bath 

^' nothing to do with Battel in appeal ^n^r geiK* 

rally with any other thing that may be tryed 

by the Law of the Land : vidiflusCe: 4. Infi. 

124, F^rt<?/cwciip; 32. 

If two Englifh men do go into a Forreign 
Kingdom, and fight there , and one murder 
the other, Lex TVrr^ extendeth not hereunto, • 
but^ ttU^ pHencc (hall be heard before tha 

CoifiabU 
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Cof^able^ and Marjhal^znd fuch proceedings 
Ihall be there, by Attaching the Body , and 
otherwife I as the Law and cuftom of that 
Court have allowed by the Laws of the 
Realm: Co: 2ih^. 51. on Magna Chart a^ c: 
2^. 13 H:4, 5. Stat: 1 H: 4. c: 14 CoiLi^: 
7^a. Co:^.Inft:f. 124. 

4. The Attendants on this Court* 

That Right and ]uftice might be the bet- 
ter execuied, there are pcrfpps Attendant on 
this Honorable Court skilful in Defccats, 
Pedegrees, and Aitnories ^ viz. the Heraulds: 
Of thcfe Heraulds there be Ttres Keges ,- viz 
Garter Rex Atmorum , Clarenceux Rex Arma 
rum ex forte Atfftrali^Norrey Rex Armorum ex 
forte Bcreali , and fix other Heraulds proper- , 
ly called fo according to thd Original, as they 
were created ro attend Dukes, e^c. in Marti- • 
al Executions, viz. T(frk,i Lancafler^ Somerfet^ 
Rkhmaud^Chffier.znAU^inJfor. There bc4ilfo 
four thers called A&rjfeii/j, otFurfuivaHts at 
Arms , reckoned after a fort hi the numbp 
of Heraulds^ and do commonly fucceed in fne 
place ©fiffr^nW/ as they: dye , or be prefer- 
red, and the(e be Blew Mantle, Rosge 
Cirofs, Rouge Dragon,and Fercullii. 

Thefc Englifh Heraulds flays OWare Mcf- 
(engers of War and Peace, ski/ful in Defccnts, 
Pedigrees, and Armories > they Marihal the 
fokmni ties of Coronations , they manage the 
Combats before the Conftable , and £^/-: 
Marfhal , and upon Rtqueift they foleoinize 

F the 
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^^ €6e HatD of Engand, ; 

the Funerals of Mable^Honourablc, Rcveie^ncl, 
and Wbrfliipful peffonagcs ; O; 4, Uji: jVfe 

125,12(5. 
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;. Apd Laftly , The law by Hohrch the 
Court doth proc^d* '■ 

The procedure is according to the cuftomes 
^ ^ndufagesof thisCourt,and in cafts omitted 
according to the civil Law, Secundt^in Legem 
lArmorum j and therefore upon Attainders be- 
fore the Conftabie and Marftial of* England 
for the time being, no Land is Forfeited , oij 
jtorruptioii of Blood wrought; Co: /\.. Injhf. 
J 2 5* Thus mucl) of the Court of Qhivalry^ 
arid now J come to die precedency of the No- 
bility, 

2. Cfthe free e dene y of the Great Oji- 
cers^Hobilityy i^nd others of this Reulm 
acfording to the Mi of iParHamefit 
ptade in ^i H.^. 

• 

- As it fokly apjpertatncth to tl>e King to con- 
fer Titles of Honor and Dignity 00 his Snb- 
jcds^ ( for from the Bvoyal Mijcfty of the 
King, all other Subordinate Digai^ics are de- 
rived without any pi«fliimtioa,<if his own 
Princely and Soveraign Power aud Honor, 
Co: lait: 1^5. ^ 0: 4. In^t^ ?43« lib;. \ a..Coun-i 
tefiof5^r«rifc«rieJ-cafe. i fo at tlie wiiunon 
L^iv , the King by bifi. Prerqga^ivje . Royal 
ftjight give fuch Hpifor , fleput%;iftn,,aad pia- 
' - ' cing 
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cing to his Counfellors , and other his Sub- 
jeds as {hould be feeming to his Wifdoo)) 
•which prerogative was fo declared by Aft of 
Tarliament^ ^iB.i. c: 10. in the Preamble. 
By vertuc tlicrcforcof this prerogative H: 6. 
granted to Henry Beuchamp^ ut primns & prx^ 
cifuus effef Anglix cmes^ & hoc titulo uteretun 
Henr icus trdtomes MiniKh^Xy €"€• 

The famp King created Edmondi^Hadham 
to be Earl oi'Ricbm^ndy and granted hio) prie- 
cedency before all other E^/j. He alfo crea^f ' 
udja^er ol Hatfield E^t\ of Fentbrokfj and 
gave him precedency before all other Ea? ts^- • 
next to his Brother the Earl JE^mnd , Earl of 
'Richmond : Co'. 4.. I»/f: f:^6i. 

The civil Law fays thus : Ordinis c^ufcmtm 
que arh'ttrinm e^ fenes Jmferatorem. inter Ni- 
hilespimm efi Imferater^ cum omnis of do ah ip^ 
fo pendeati Zcttcbauj. But King H: ^.though 
(landing as much upon his Prerogjative as any 
of his Koyal Fredice£ors^ yet finding how vex- 
atious it was to him{clf^ aQdhcjnv.fJifiafliR^tQ 
his Antierit Nobilitv to have new raifed de- 
grees to have precedency of them, and finding . 
that this kiird of controvcrfic for precedency , 
was of that nature that it had many part?^ 
kers,(pent1angt|ime) and hjadred the Arr 
duous , Urgent ,' and weighty Affairs of the 
Tarliament , was content to bind tnd limit 
his Prerogative by Ad of parliament cpncer- U ^^ •> 
ning the precedency oJFhis Crand Ofcet^^ and^' *^' 
of his Nobility*) sifid thereup9x^ thewr man* 
|ier of lltting in F^rliamentat this day klbdi^ . 

? % ihc 
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The Princes Tlace. 

His Highincfs feate on the left hand of the 
diair of State s that on the Kight hand was 
Anticntly for the King of Scots when he ufed 
to come tQ our TarlUment. 

m 

The Kif^gf Cbildrens Place: 

It is £na(3:ed 31 H: 8. that none but the 
Kings chi^rendo prefutnetQ dt at any fide 
ofthe Cloth of State. 

Tke Grandofficers are thus placed hj the 
. . Statute afirefaid* 

The Lard Chamehr^ar Ldrd Keeper , 

iJv Lord Treafitrer^ 

"the LerdPrefidem of the Kings Couneil^ 

^ketordPrivy Seal, 
. Being of Degree of Barons in Psrliament 
on the icft fide o\ the Parliament chamber 
above the Arch 3i(hop ofthe higher part of 
the Form qf the fame fide V above the VukgSy 
es:cept only fueh as fhall happen to be the 
Kings Son , the Kings Brother ^ the King$ 
Unkle^ the Kings Nephew, or Sifters Son; 

- Ihe great Chamber lain^ ' 
^eCpnflahky . . 

- iheMat^ul^ 
* • jyeLordhdmirali^ 
ihe Lord Steward^ 
the Kings Chamberlaht, 
khotc all others afthe fame Eftates and De- 
grees, The 



The Kings chief Secretary being of the De- 
gree of a E<iro» above all Barons^ not having a- 
ny of the Offices aboYC-mcntioned. 

It is alfo Enadcd by the fame Statute, that 
if either the Lord Chancellor , Lord Treafu- 
rcr, Preitde^t of the Kings Council, the Lord 
Privy Seal, or chid Secretary /haUbe under the 
degree of a Baron of Parliatnem , then fnch of 
them as (hall be under the faid Degree , (balj 
be placed at the upper part of the Sack; the 
one of them above the other as above-fa.id. 

^AII other Vukgj not before-mcntioned, 
MarqHeJJej^Earb^VifccfHnts^zM Barms notha^ 
vingany of the Offices aforcfaidi, (hall all fit, 
and be placed after their .Ancienty, as hath 
been accuftomcd ;. And with this clau(econ- 
curjceth the Civil Law y (^sin uno.eoiemque 
genere Jignitafiifrior effe dekkefat , nifi qui pru 
er meruit diguitatemi Cod', l^*i* i.^vidt 

It is Enafted,alfo by the afore&id Statute, 
that in'all Tryals of Treafons by the Peers of 
the.giealm, if any df the ?eers tliat (hall be cal- 
led hereafter tp. b<^ Trycrs of fuch Treafons 
(htdl happen to have any of the Ofriccs a- 
foxe&id, that then. they having fach Of- 
(]ceji (hall lit .and be placed according to their • 
QfHces abdvQall the other tiers that fhall be 
called to fuch 'Vry;ils in manner and form as 
is above-mentioned and rehcarfed. '."^ 

And it's alfo Enafttd by Authority afore- 
faid, as well in all Parliaments^ as in^the 
St^fXT'chamber^ and in all other Aflemblics and 
cordfcrencis of Counfcl, the Lord CbanceVor^ 

i 3 ^^ 
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t\ie Lord tres^urer^tht Lard frefident^thc L»rd 
Frivy Seal , the Ore^t Chamberlain , the O/f ^ 
jiabtey the A&rjfej/ » the Lord Kdmiral ^ the 
GrandM^cTj or Lord Steward ^ the Ki^fgi 
Chamberlain^ and the Kings chief Secretary 
ihall fit and be placed in fuch order and fa(hi- 
on as is above rehearfed, and not in any other 
Place by Authority of this prefent Ad. 

If any Queftion be moved in Parliament 
for precedency of any Lord rf Parliament , it 
is to be decided by the L^ntr of Parliament^ 
in the Houfc of the Lords^zs all privilcdges^and 
other matter coacermng the Lords Houfc of 
Parliament^ztzi O: 4. Ififiif: 3^3. 

The de terhiination of the Places and Prefi- 
dences doth belong fas i&laid before) to the 
Court of theO»^j^/f , and Marfhat^ unlefs any 
Queftion arifeth upon the &idA<£b of 3I H: 
S. for that being part of the Law ofthe Re^lm 
(as all other Statutes be ) is to'be decidedly 
the Judges of the conunon Law , Co: 4* Inft: 

3^3- 

I ihall conclude this M attef of Leanlii^ 

with the words oftheodofim his Code, 

Siquis indibitmnfibi hcum tfurpavtrit\ ntdls 

fe ignorantia drfendat i fitqi plane facriUgH re* 

MX, qui divina pracePta negLxetit^ Od: ia.8. f • 

Gotbofridt$s oa tnis place thus : §Hi hctim 

indebitnm fibi ujkrpaverit ^ Saerilegiitepetttry 

necignorsntiampn^tixerefot^. 
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§. Jfid LaJiU , Of tk PrecedtHCji of 
Kifjgi, ana SMpreamVrinc^s. 

Touching the Precedence of theiPrinces of 
tMTop , I (hajVpxefent what I have read, in • 
Cambden , Heylin , Segar j and Sir ^mftofj^ 
Churchill. 

I Qa^bdefU # ■ * .' 

Whetcas iyvas forc-(een that a queftidil 
^ould arife aWthe Treaty of Bologne about 
Priority of Place in Sitting and going , there 
were certain men feleded to inquire.of itbis 
tnatter s iFhcfc naen obfcrved ,, that iB.tho 
Book of CenmoMies of the:Coutt e(.Rnfne^ 
^hichra$ the Canons hatreit ) doth as.IdLdf 
Mother ^ add Miftrefe gi x^c a Rule to o thers* 
amonglf Kkigs^ the! ArR place irdtte to* the 
Kin^ of Jtanhf the fecond to the King cff 
England j and the thiird tb hhe King of C^ 
ftile yihzt the Knglijh have holden • that Place 
quietly iff the general Counfels of Pi/i ^ OfK'' 
jidHci^ Stvcii, and Bafii v Befides ^ that the 
kingdtoh*oPOriJi/f , the' titles whereof the 
^;^4M>(fii/pre&rreth before hi^ h 

late Kingdertii in tefpiedS of the. Kin^rti of 
i^li(^&t it had Bails y and not Icings be^ 
foire ti^t^eii of Salvation i or ;^ end thofc not 
Anointed v that aiftioiigft ■ the Axtip .wWcb 
they cettned^GilfUr UtifiJSaii^ the Kingof£if£« 
Und Was ac<s^O«tQ(ed the Ttucd i add thd S^a'' 
-p F 4 nidrd 
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niard the fourth. Alfo that the Bifliop of 
Rome Jnlim the 3^. gave (entcncc for H: 7. of 
England 2i%zki^ FerdiHandofCaliile, Thzt the 
Queen of Englat^d was before the Spsniatd 
in time both of Birth , and Coronations (for 
this Argument did the Spaniards ufe in the 
Council of Bii/i/ againft H: 6. o( England.) 
In brief, that the skilful in the Law have pro- 
nounced with one voice Frecedenoe^ whofe O- 
riginal is beyond the memory of man ; is by 
Law and Right to be holdenas a thing eAa- 
blithcd: Cambdens Eliz. lib: 4» anno 1600* 

2. Heylin^ .?; 

: When all Chriftendomc in the Council of 
Coji^itnce was divided into Nations^ Anglican 
na Natio wasofie of the principal^and not fub- 
alternate > and had its voice of equal balance 
with the Nations of France j or Italy in all 
Affairs concerning the Dodrine, Difcipline,. 
and peace of the Church , which wefe there 
Debated > and for the place due to the Kings . 
of ENg/^A^inthofe general Councils, and the 
Rank they held among other Chrifiian Prin- 
ces, I find, fays he, that the Emperor ef Ger" 
many was accounted Mdjor filiHs Ecdejia j the 
King of France miuor Filius^ and the Xing of 
England Filius tertins ^ & Adfiftivur^^^ The 
KingofFr^^ictfin General Councils hsljdpbce 
next the Emperor , on his ri^h^ h^od ^ the 
King of Englandim Ym left hatid, and the- 
King 6i Scotland next before Caftile., ffo^ins 
^Cofmgtafhylib:i.f^2^i^&^%^^ . 



By divers Writers (tiysSegar)^$ it is affir- 
med, that the King of France may jufily claim 
the chief place. , , , 

I* For that itpleafed God to fend firom 
Heaven nnto Clodovens the firft Chiiftian 
King of that Nation Three Lillics fas a Di- 
vine favour) to be from thenceforth born in 
the Arms of that Kingdom,before which time 
the Kin^^s Armes were Thrcg Toadcs. 

2. They alledgrhat Fr««cf is the mcft an- 
tient'Kingdomof Euro/)'/', and that Suardus 
wasKing'of that Nation in theRcigu of, ii- 
/fxW^r the Great. 

3; , Becaafe the King of France is Anointed, ^ 
whiqh indeed feemeth a mark of much prehe^ * 
minence. 

4. For that the French King beareth the 
Title of M(#Cki|»w». { , ■ 

Laftly, Becaufe it hath been in fundry Pa« 
pal Confiftories Decreed , that the Ambaffa- 
dors of France (hould precede the Ambaifa 
^ors oi$fdne. 

Others bold that Precedency appertaineth 
to the King of 5p«iifr. . 

I.. F^ that he is, Intituled 'the nufi Catbe^ 
Uque Kii^. 

1/ BecaufeheisKiiig of many Kingdoms, 
and confequently of moft Honor ^ which rea- 
(bn Salftft feemeth to confirm flying, Maxima 
Ghria^in maximo imperio. But 
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But we 6y, the chief ?lacc of Honor anj 
Precedency apperfam*th to the KiiigofEwg- 
land. 

I. Inrclpcd^ of Antienty, for albeit A-. 
lexakJifr tKe firft ting of the GrecisHs^ and of 
Pw-Ji/f , called hinrfeltlCi^g of thevWorld ^ CTeri 
at that time Bm^ir/ was Kiifg of England^ and 
(as (broe have (eid) SuardHj was then Xwj; of 
France. 

But Gaqninns in his Chronicle of Fr^ifcf 
maketh no mention thereof, nor ftecordcth 
his Name among the numbier dl French 
Kings. 

i. The Xiifgof England is Anointed , and 
fo is n6 other Kinf^ but the French ICiK/r ^ and 
the King 6E Sicily and the Kingcfjerufa^ 
tern. 

3« The Xii^ofEng'^isCrowned^Which 

Honor theXi;(2 ^ SfsiH^ Tortugsl^ jkrageni 
Navarra^ and many other Frinces have uou 

+• The Kin^ of EngUndi9 a Prfife^ moft 
abfolute, as from whom is no Appellation, ei- 
ther in Jurifdiftion Ecclefiaftical or Ci' 
vil. 

^ And albeit FMqueranns Moi^^et Writeth^ 

that in the Year. 1 426. at the Interricw of 

; the Kings of England and Fr^;icf,making their 

entry into the City c£ Paris ,^ the French King 
did ride on the right hand, ^ and kiflJM thie 
Relfqnes of Saints firft ^ yet is that fK)j)roof 
' of his Right in precedence > for Qnilibet Ke^ 
feu Trineefs infuo Kegno in Culmine fidere dfc- 
tet > fo iatthr Corfetus de pfeftateKegia^ 

'Altai 
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And admit thtr In tkne^ taot^ antient,: the 
King^ of Fi'j^c^ terfpttctdenice l>tiR)tc Eng- 
lofid^ytt (ii^e tiieCdniqtteft^ an4 i^mous vi* 
aories oTlTr). and th«€(»<>tarfion'oflfr 6. 
fai P^rff ) the K^/ dT Cnj^JEiMtij^ay fuftlyyi^akc 
place ^ Neither is the TkUofM^/l ChrifHmi any 
pyoof of Antienty j' btfiM only ati Hoiior gi- 
ven for certain Services done by KingPey/», 
and CharhmaiH to the Omrcb 9iRyme. 

Asfdr the Altejgitibh «F5f jftte -^'affirming 
that the Cstholicl^ King- is ^wner erf* many 
Kingdoms ^ and therefore of moft Honor i 
thatreafonis oF no confcqilefice, for ib is ak 
fo the Ring of Englattd, whofe onty Kingdom 
dlEngland is by nature inexpugnible , and Co 
plentifully peopled asfufficcth not only to de- 
icnd it felf agahift all other Nations, butalfo 
fto Invade and Conquer , as both 5^iif;if and 
i Franie hath made exp cii CBee . - - — - 

But the laft and moft efTedual Reafon in fa- 
vour of England i$ , that the King and people 
thereof received the Gofpel^nd Faith Chrifti- 
an before France^ at Spaine v Alfo the Bifhops 
with the AmbafTadorsEng/^ had precedence 
in the ^reat general Gi^ndls^ChriftendMn, 
as particularly appearetb out of the Council 
ofConfianci^ where the Bilhops qC England 
wAreprefent^and Honored accordingly. 

4 ChnrchiV. 

The moft Loyal, Learned, and ;Ingenious 
Gentleman in his piece (lately publiflbed , and 
Intituled pivi tritfannki^ }clcarly proves for 
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the preqedeacc thtk two pmrticuUrs > i That 
oux Kings ztc of the H^stnor t'lf £fi ^ which 
were before ^1 other Kings, 2 That the 
Kings of this lOe were the firft Chriftian . 
Kin^ in the World > andiffo, why then lay 
I, tiSt our Kvig$ ought to be preferred before 
other Supream Princes in Europe: 
Hiemoi (QiysGrQtius) kmiquHnsinCbri^i^ \ 
afionfm q^\Kepm^ sc F0ful§rMfn S§eiets$f I 
ohinuit y m qui ftimi CbriftiamfiMm frofefi 
fimtjucoffdliiiodrem Chri^i^nam fertimmi^ 
kts frotcedoHt Q^trcs'yLih: 2» ^: 5:m:2i, d$ 
JurcBeViyScrscii. 
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Book^ Printed far ^' and Sola by 
George Dawes at his Shop 
over agaittji Lincoltis-Inne* 
Gate in Chancery 'Lane, 

THcHiftory of the World in five Books> 
the iirft Intreating of the beginning and 
firft Ages of the famcfrona the Creation un- 
to Abraham. The fecond of the times from 
thc^itth of Jbrabam to the Deftrudion of 
lAcTcmpkofSohmoH. The third from the 
^)cftrudion cfjert^alem to the time of Fbilip 
)[ldacedon. The Fourth from the Reign of 
*hilif oil4^eion^ to the Eftablifliing ofthat 
Lingdom in the Race of ^h^ igonus. The ^th. 
;ora the fetled Rule oi Alexanders Succeffors 
^ the Eafi, until the K0mtfffx(prevailing over 
II^ made Conqueft of Mic^^tfif • Written by 
[ir ^^/t^ 2tfM£i& Knight, in F(^/: 

A Second Book of Judgements Tranfcribed 
^nd Pi)bli(hed by George Tiamnfend Efqv Second 
^rothonotarvoftheO)urt of Conuoon Pleas 
|n $uarto. 

Modui Intrandi TlacHa Gtneralia : The En- 
tring-Clerks Introdudion 9 bemgaColledi- 
on of fuch Precedents of t)eclarations , and 
other Pleadings 9 with Proce(s as well M^m 
zs Judicial ^ zs ztc generally uied in ercry 
days Praftice *, with Notes and Obferuations 
diereupon^ by WVliam 'Browpnfittit. in OUmfo. 
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